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Abbas
T

he Spring Term, although not quite over just
yet, has been a busy one again for Abbas
House.
We have put a great deal of effort into our fundraising
activities for our House Charity which is Number 72.
On Saturday 15th February a strong team of fourteen
students and three staff packed shopping bags for the
customers at Sainsburys in Cornard for three hours.
As a team, through the generosity of those shoppers,
we raised an amazing total of over £500! We really
were surprised and delighted. As Head of House
I was also so very proud of the lovely comments
that the team received from both the store staff and
customers. This really is time to say a huge “thank
you” to all those that took part or donated.
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We also held our third Three Peaks (not in
Yorkshire) challenge on Monday 9th March straight
after school. In teams of six the students and staff
had to run from the ground floor to the top floor
and down again thirty five times each to cover the
height of the three Yorkshire peaks. Yet again Mr
Lloyd led from the front, supported well by Ms
Butcher, but many of our students set a fair pace too.
Thank you for supporting with sponsorship for this
event.
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We are delighted to announce the planning of a Car
Boot Sale. It will be here at TGS. Pitches will be
available at £10 each. Set up 8-9am and gates open
9-12. Refreshments will be available with all proceeds
going to Number 72. Please look out for more details
and do come and support us supporting a great local
service.
Away from matters of charity, I am delighted include
a piece by a recent Core Value Award winner, Connie
Clasby –Myers. If this account doesn’t inspire you to
either get involved in something out of school, or let
me know of the numerous things you do already, I
don’t know what will! Thank you very much Connie
for providing us with this insightful piece. Good luck
in your swimming career!

I would also like to share with you a photograph of
an activity that took place in ABO during World Book
Week. Abbas is such a great House because students
and tutors alike “do their best and get involved”.
What a lovely, practical and ingenious activity for
World Book Week!
Mrs N Wilby
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Chamberlain
F

inally, after what has felt like
the longest, windiest, wettest
Winter, Spring is upon us. It
has been a relatively quiet term
for the Chamberlain House, but I
know we have been ticking over
nicely, working hard, entering
competitions and hopefully
earning lots of merits, for it is
nearly the time to discover who
will be crowned Chelsworth Cup
Champions for Spring 2020. The
Year 10s and Year 11s have been
diligently revising for their mock
exams. I hope your grades make
you proud and reflect the huge
amount of effort you have applied
in your studies.
But what have the rest of us
been doing whilst the Year 10s
an 11s have been busy? Well,
we held our third charity event
of the academic year. Following
on from the success of the Swim
the Channel event, postponed
from last year, and the more
recent London-Brighton obstacle
course, we held a table top sale
in aid once again of our House
charity, Suffolk Mind. We sold
all of the donated items in a
record 20 minutes during one
lunchtime, raising just over £50,
which was a fantastic effort
by Kai Thomas, Daniel Judd,
Charlotte Roberts and Megan
Turner, the Chamberlain House
Committee. I would just like to
personally take this opportunity
to thank any students and their
parents who contributed products
we could sell. We could not
have done it without your help
and support. A special mention
must go to Callie Millgate, who
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brought in a large backpack full
of items, that were very quickly
snapped up by keen customers.
Currently, talks are underway to
hold two further charity events
in the Summer term. The new
event for the Summer term is
a sponsored triathlon, which
can be undertaken as either a
solo or team effort, as well as
the annual Swim the Channel
event-sponsorship forms will be
available from Student Services
soon. I have my fingers crossed
for fabulous weather for both
events. We also have the termly
KS3 Inter-house Quiz imminently
approaching. I’m sure we all wish
our team of Jack Bentley, Callie
Millgate, George Bowden and
Jensen Cooper the best of luck!
Aside from charity events, we
have been celebrating other
successes. Reuben Rumsby has
ramped up his relentless work
on keeping the school clean and
green by his recycling efforts.
He is now volunteering around
Sudbury cleaning up the town,
and removing waste and pollution
from the rivers. Reuben has been
responsible for implementing a
school wide recycling system, as
well as being accountable for all
bins on site for some time now,
and this has not gone unnoticed.
This term as well as receiving
Chamberlain’s first value award
for respect, he has become a
finalist in the Eco-Friendly Citizen
Award. The event has been
postponed until later on in the
academic year, but we wish him
the best of luck when the event
arises. Lily Carvell also won

a values nomination for being
awarded Triathlete of the Year
2019 at her local club, as well
as the best Talbot’s performance
of 2019. Jack Osborne was
awarded 2 silver and 1 bronze
medal from a recent County
championship event, which also
sees him awarded with a value
for resilience too. I cannot wait to
see Lily and Jack in action with
Lucy Miller, another celebrated
triathlete we have here in
Chamberlain, competing in the
Chamberlain charity triathlon
later on in the year.
However, no house is perfect,
so we still have a few things
we could work on improving
if we wish to rival Houghton
for the Chelsworth Cup. There
are currently a wide array of
competitions running, and
I would really like to see an
increase in the number of entries
from Chamberlain. The very
topical disease and vaccination
poster competition closes on
the 20th March, and as you all
know, I am a keen scientist so I
can provide any information you
might need to create a winning
entry. Simply pay me a visit
in my classroom at any time.
This particular competition is
a national competition which
will see the winners from each
house having their work entered
into the national finals, where
there are three cash prizes, the
first being £100. There is also a
new festival coming to Sudbury
in the summer, the Empowering
Girls festival, and we are on the
lookout for a logo. This logo will
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adorn bracelets, tote bags, t-shirts
and other festival merchandise, so
please get creative and enter, I’m
sure you can design a fabulous
logo. It would be a proud moment
to have a Chamberlain students
work being modelled around
Sudbury town.
Looking for something to do
over Easter? Look no further. The
Big Radio competition requires
friends to record a 5-10 minute
discussion on a topic that holds
your interest. It can include a
special guest, but does not have
to, and the winning three entries
will be uploaded to Twitter,
Facebook and the school website.
The competition closes on April
24th, and I’m already excited to
hear your entries.
There are still some records
of achievements belonging to
Chamberlain students empty.
I would like to challenge all of
you to have at least one ribbon
adorning your blazers by the end
of this academic year. You all
know I would like Chamberlain to
have more ribbon badges on their
blazers, so please get collating the
relevant evidence.
Wishing you all a lovely
chocolate-filled Easter,
Miss A Alston
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Houghton
I

t’s always busy for students
in Houghton House. This
term, students have been busy
gearing up for our latest charity
fundraiser, leading innovative and
imaginative house competitions
and taking part in the full TGS
experience - you would, of course,
expect nothing less!
I must congratulate firstly all
those members of Houghton
who took part in the magnificent
production of Bugsy earlier
in the term - the standard of
the productions is raised every
year and it was terrific to see so
many members of Houghton
taking part. On a similar note,
congratulations also to those
students who, following auditions,
have gained a place in the TGS
Dance Academy - I am sure
there will be some excellent
performances to follow in due
course.
For a variety of reasons, we have
not had too many opportunities
to meet as a house for assemblies
this term. However, a real
highlight was the assembly that
Mr Chiang led on diversity and
British values - the message was
clear and strong and the way that
students in Houghton responded
to the situation that was created
in assembly was very mature and
reflective.
As I write this, the period of Year
10 exams has just concluded; I
want to pass on my recognition
of the approach and hard work
that students have adopted, in
what would have been their first
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experience of so many exams in
such a short space of time and I
know that when the results are
published there will be much to
celebrate but also a recognition
that the hard work will need to
continue.
Values Certificates have been
earned this term by: Matt
Ponsford, Honey Waygood,
Sammy Fountain & Gwen
Thorogood for a variety of
exploits and achievements,
typically outside of school. We
are always keen to hear about the
achievements of students outside
of school; if your son or daughter
does something exceptional
outside of school, please tell us
about it - we would love to be
able to recognise it.

summer.
As we speed towards Easter,
I know I can be sure that the
students in Houghton will show
the committment, resilience and
determination necessary to do
themselves, their families and the
school proud.
My thanks as ever to the
dedicated team of tutors I am
blessed with and I hope to be
reporting on another Chelsworth
Trophy win the next time I write!
Mr M Gibson

Our charity efforts this term are
completely student led - inspired
by Houghton Committee member
Kitt Simms lunchtimes in the last
fortnight of term will be a festival
of music as various individuals
and ensembles perform for their
peers’ entertainment and also to
raise money for the house charity,
The Salvation Army, through
putting down the proverbial
busker’ cap!
Also student- led, Houghton
are leading an innovative house
competition, inspired by the
Tuesday takeover slot on BBC
Radio Suffolk to create a podcast
about any topic of the student/
groups choice. We aim to judge
after the Easter holidays and send
the best to the BBC for inclusion
on the show sometime in the
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Tollemache
T

his term TGS celebrated
World Book Day which
has seen the English
department dress up as their
favourite literary characters. To
support this national celebration,
the house assembly reflected the
theme of the love of reading.
As part of my role I drop in on
tutor groups to support staff
and students. To prepare for my
assembly I wanted to hear what
books the students had enjoyed
reading and would recommend to
others.
David Walliams and Harry Potter
seem to be very popular authors
with the younger students.
Students working on through
English Literature GCSE syllabus
had enjoyed reading Dickens and
reading Shakespeare. However, it
was saddening to hear one young
man say “I don’t like reading,
it’s not my thing”. Challenge
accepted I thought to myself. As
a teacher of art and collector of a
vast selection of graphic novels.
I visit my local comic book store
regularly; I was sure I would find
something to engage this student.
At the Colchester store I found

a graphic novel graphic of The Christmas Carol, which is one of the
novels the students are currently studying. As a visual learner I think
is an excellent way to engage a student into the workings of Charles
Dickens and his spellbinding tale of a Christmas Carol.
I have found reading plays and film scripts can be riveting. Letting
you imagine what the character looks and sounds like. Reading their
conversations and turn of phrase really does fuel your imagination.
As research has shown it is incredibly important to read and is a tool
that will serve you well throughout your life. Reading can enrich your
vocabulary and develop a deeper understanding of the world around
you. At TGS we value reading, so remember you can select books from
the reading list in the school’s planner. Once you have read a book
from the TGS 50 ask your tutor to add merits to Go4schools. Your
tutor will ask your opinion about the books content. Remember you
may borrow a book from the Cornard library which is well stocked
with a wide selection of books for all ages and genres.

TGS 50
50 Books to read before you leave school
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
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Boy
Coraline

Roald Dahl
Neil Gaimin

KS3
KS3

Face
Goodnight Mr Tom
Harry Potter Series

Benjamin Zephaniah
Michelle Magorian
J K Rowling

KS3
KS3
KS3

His Dark Materials trilogy
Kensuke’s Kingdom

Philip Pullman
Michael Morpurgo

KS3
KS3

Skellig
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
The Diary of A Young Girl

David Almond
John Boyne
Anne Frank

KS3
KS3
KS3

The Fault in Our Stars
The Graveyard Book
The Journey to the River Sea

John Green
Neil Gaiman
Eva Ibbotson

KS3
KS3
KS3

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe
The Secret Garden

C S Lewis
Frances Hodgson Burnett

KS3
KS3

The Silver Sword
The Story of Tracy Beaker
War Horse

Ian Serraillier
Jacqueline Wilson
Michael Morpurgo

KS3
KS3
KS3

Wonder
Animal Farm
Before I Die

R J Palacio
George Orwell
Jenny Downham

KS3
YA
YA

Chaos Walking series
Cider with Rosie

Patrick Ness
Laurie Lee

YA
YA

Huckleberry Finn
Lord of the Flies
The Book Thief

Mark Twain
William Golding
Markus Zuzak

YA
YA
YA

The Catcher in the Rye
The Colour of Magic
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

J D Salinger
Terry Pratchett
Mark Haddon

YA
YA
YA

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
The H I V E Series

Douglas Adams
Mark Walden

YA
YA

The Hobbit
The Hunger Games trilogy
The Life of Pi

J R R Tolkein
Suzanne Collins
Yann Martel

YA
YA
YA

To Kill a Mockingbird
Treasure Island
1984

Harper Lee
Robert Louis Stevenson
George Orwell

YA
YA
Adult

Dracula
Fahrenheit 451

Bram Stoker
Ray Bradbury

Adult
Adult

King Rat
Of Mice and Men
Oliver Twist

James Clavell
John Steinbeck
Charles Dickens

Adult
Adult
Adult

Pride and Prejudice
The Help
The Hound of the Baskervilles

Jane Austen
Kathryn Stockett
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Adult
Adult
Adult

The Lord of the Rings trilogy
The Mayor of Casterbridge

J R R Tolkein
Thomas Hardy

Adult
Adult

The Shadow in the Wind
Wild Swans
Wuthering Heights

Carlos Ruiz Zafon
Jung Chang
Emily Bronte

Adult
Adult
Adult
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Other House news: I would like to congratulate
students who were awarded certificates in assembly
for demonstrating the school values. Daisy Driscoll
represented the school at Hockey and was hailed
as the Girl of the Match, which shows the value of
confidence. Lewis Crisell demonstrated a range of
values when he won his first Boxing bout in the junior
boys league.
The Tollemache Charity Event launched at the start
of the spring term was The Stationery Tree. Students
and staff were asked to donate stationary items for
the stall. The table was groaning under the weight of
all the donations. There were novelty erasers, scented
pencils, decorative notebooks and brightly coloured
homework folders. The Tollemache committee ran the
stall during lunch times for a week and made £86 for
the World Wildlife fund. Congratulations team and
thank you for all that took part!
Mrs F Raleigh
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Peyton
O

ur House Committee have been busy organising
a major fundraising auction and are asking
for your help. Johnny Hawley and Jed Minns
have taken the lead and designed a poster explaining
the blind auction format we would like to run in order
to raise money for St Nicholas Hospice. We are hoping
parents and other friends might support our work in
raising money for this worthwhile cause. So, we are
asking for donations of anything we may be able to
auction. It may be an item that is new but not required,
the promise of couple of hours of gardening or
decorating or maybe a voucher from a local business.
Anything you feel able to donate would be gratefully
received by the committee. Further information will
follow to your email via Schoolcomms.
I have been so impressed by the attitude and
achievements of our students over the recent weeks.
Special mention needs to go to Millie Pearson who was
part of the National Cup winning U18 basketball team.
Noah Crissell placed third in a national roller skating
competition. Stanley Waterson gained 2 medals in his
first ever Karate competition. Josh Cates has reached
such a high level in his BMX competitions he is now
competing 2 ages groups above his own! A huge well
done to them all. Keep up the hard work!
Mr W Ponsford
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Bugsy Malone
Did you get splurged?

S

tudents transported audiences
back to the 1920s with
their own production of the
slapstick musical comedy Bugsy
Malone.
Set in New York, students donned
smart suits and cocktail dresses
as they took on the roles of two
rival gangs, who battled out their
differences with whipped-cream

toting guns and custard pies.
We chose Bugsy Malone as it is
a fun production and probably
the messiest show we have ever
done. We wanted to do something
where the whole school could get
involved and we were delighted
to have Year 7 students working
closely with our Sixth Formers.
It was an excellent production,
full of laughs and, I think, greatly
enjoyed by the audience, while
our students are already asking

about the next one.
In preparation for the production,
students created their own props,
including a series of splurge guns,
which fired out pretend squirted
cream, to replicate some of the
comical scenes from the 1976
film.
Everyone performed and worked
so hard to make it a success and I
would especially like to mention
our leads, Nathan Baldwin as
Bugsy Malone, Isabel Walker as
Blousey and James Thomas as Fat
Sam.
Mrs J Arrow

You’re gonna be rem

14
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membered for the things that you say and do.....
Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence

15

Enrichment Day

O

n the 11th February we had our third Enrichment
Day of the year. These days create provision for
Personal Social, Health and Careers Education
and require all staff and students to be retimtabled for
the entire day.
The highlight of Year 7 was working with St
John’s Ambulance and learning fundamental
life saving skills including CPR and the
purpose of defibrillators. The students
had a fantastic time bringing our
mini ‘Annies’ back to life and felt
that they had learnt some valuable
information which could help them
save a life one day.
Year 8 students looked at their
employability skills and qualities
to help them look at what’s
needed for the world of work
today and in the future. Year
9 enjoyed a visit from John
Greenwood, a cyber crime specialist
at Suffolk Constabulary, and
were educated as to the dangers of
numerous aspects of the online world.
Year 10 were lectured on the dangers of
financial scams and how to deal with them
from the education sector of the Chartered
Insurance Institute Personal Finance Society.
Year 11 students got to grips with revision techniques
alongside a mental wellbeing session which was led by
our school nurse team.
Years 9, 10 and 11 students had their eyes opened to the
realities of drugs, and County Lines in sessions lead by St
Giles Trust. The students were spoken to by a reformed
ex gang member who shared past experiences and,
most importantly, drove home the dangers and signs for
students to be aware of in order to keep themselves safe.
It was an absolutely fantastic day with students, staff and
visitors fully engaged in all sessions. We would like to
thank all visitors for their contributions to the school and
look forward to working with them more in the future.
Mrs A Butcher
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World
Book
Day

F

or World Book Day this
year, we did a whole school
reading with KS3 of a short
story by Anthony Horowitz called
'The Double Eagle Has Landed'.
Tutors also read extracts from
their favourite books or books
they are currently reading during
tutor time, and the English
department came dressed as their
favourite literary characters.
Miss K Mayes

Bookmarks made by ABo
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Box Clever’s
Dynamic
Adaptation
of ‘Macbeth‘

W

e were delighted to host the outstanding
drama company 'Box Clever' for the
third year running yesterday. Their lively
and dynamic version of 'Macbeth' was just what
our Year 11s needed in the run up to the English
Literature GCSEs. The performance focused on
the key relationships (Macbeth and the Witches,
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth) and brought out the
theme of ambition and its ultimately destructive
power memorably.
The young cast really engaged the audience;
a number of the students volunteered in the
workshop that followed the performance which
explored the motivations of the characters. The
cast also shared some excellent tips on learning
Shakespeare quotations.
Mrs K Wells
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Human Cell Atlas
Workshop

O

n the 12th February TGS hosted a
Human Cell Atlas workshop delivered
by the Wellcome Trust. Two members
of the Human Cell Atlas team came to deliver 4
workshops to the Year 7 STEM students.
Through a series of presentations and interactive
activities the presenters taught the pupils the
importance and methods of the Human Cell
Atlas. The Human Cell Atlas is a project aiming
to create a comprehensive database of all
human cells. The outcomes would be a better
understanding of human health and the diagnosis
and treatment of disease.
The pupils and teachers in each session were
hugely complimentary about the success of
the workshops and in turn the presenters from
Wellcome said that our students were noteworthy
of their prior knowledge of Human cells
compared to pupils from other schools of their
age.
Mr A Cameron
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Sudbury as our Canvas

A

s part of their GCSE coursework the Year
10 Graphic Communication students are
working on creating an advertising campaign
for a future Art exhibition called ‘Sudbury as our
Canvas.’
As part of the artwork students require some
photographs of Sudbury and the local area which
will be edited and manipulated at a later date
to design some exciting and thought provoking
advertising material. The chosen design will be used
and feature in several various shop windows around
Sudbury high street, Market Hill.
I have included a sample of imagery taken by the
students and would like to say thank you to all the
students for their outstanding behaviour and level
of engagement with the image gathering task. The
weather was kind and we all enjoyed a lovely walk
also.
Mrs C Spinks
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A New Decade

I

very much enjoyed the entries to this poetry competition.
There is quite a lot of pessimism out there for the
decade ahead, but also some hope. The winning entries
encapsulated both some of the problems and issues we face,
but also considered ways of approaching these difficult
times and looking forward. Well done to the winner George
Bowden and, respectively in second to fourth place: Maisie
Young, Siena Ricci and Anna Buthelezi. Much appreciation
also to everyone else who took part.
Mr G Edwards

George Bowden - Winner

Will be ready to take centre stage,
A new, young army of 20-somethings,
Dedicated to making things better.
A fresh generation of doctors, scientists, builders
and designers,
I think it’s fair enough to say,
Who’ll work until they drop to make all the
The 2020s haven’t started well.
suffering stop,
Coronavirus is killing hundreds and spreading day-by- And a crop of world-class footballers who’ll refuse
day,
to play for Klopp
While climate-crisis wildfires turn Australia into hell,
(Sorry, again, Liverpool fans).
Trump’s on a power-crazed mission to kick off World
War Three,
Social workers, bankers, actors, nurses, techies,
The leader of the free world acting like he’s on reality writers and politicians
TV.
You name it, we’ll be there, ready to take up the
Four more years in the White House for a man who
mission,
rules by hate,
To make this world a better place and save our
I don’t think anyone can argue,
fragile planet.
our world’s in a terrible state.
Naive nonsense? Maybe, but we won’t know unless
we try.
Great Britain’s not so great any more, now we’ve
And the alternative is for the ‘us army’
binned our European friends.
to sit around waiting for the Earth to die.
Terror attacks, drugs, knife crime, poverty and
We’ll have the knowledge, the strength and courage,
intolerance,
We’ll learn lessons from history
Where on earth is it all going to end?
And I’m sure if we all pull together, we’ll find out
Governments who don’t understand that working
just how good life can be.
together is vital,
For all of us
And to make matters even worse Liverpool are going
And everyone else.
to win the title!!!
(Sorry, Liverpool fans).

Us

35 days into a new decade and we’re on a slippery
slope
But the 2020s will bring one thing,
That can give the world fresh hope Us.
Not just us in this school, but us everywhere,
Everybody of our age
Who by the time this decade is over

22
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Maisie Young - 2nd

A New Decade
A new decade….
I look forward with my 20/20 vision,
And at first I see my future as clear as a bell.
I will be 24 by its end,
My career started, my education over.
I will be forging on with confidence.
But then I think again,,,,
Climate change not tackled
Despite the warning signs,
The after-effects of Trump,
Brexit…..
My vision begins to blur.
But I realise that I do not need to worry over what ifs
And it is up to me to make will be’s.
I do not have 20/20 vision.
I have 20/30,
And my journey has begun.

Siena Ricci - 3rd

Already
Yes, its begun,
2020 has hit us like a bullet from a gun.
A helicopter has crashed,
And a Phillipino volcano has spurted out ash.
The bush fires started down under,
While residents have been torn asunder.
What is global warming doing to us,
We are spitting out pollution just like pus.
The Royal Family has been torn apart,
And Brexit has finally made a start.
Impeachment fails against Trump,
Rainforests being reduced to no more than stumps.
A virus has broken out,
Making people completely blackout.
3 people are in hospital from the first British terrorist
attack,
And Greta Thumberg is a tough nut to crack.
It’s trendy to not eat meat,
as climate change and war are ready to compete.
When will it all end?
Is it too late for the world to make amends?

TGS 50
50 Books to read before you leave school
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Boy
Coraline

Roald Dahl
Neil Gaimin

KS3
KS3

Face
Goodnight Mr Tom
Harry Potter Series

Benjamin Zephaniah
Michelle Magorian
J K Rowling

KS3
KS3
KS3

His Dark Materials trilogy
Kensuke’s Kingdom

Philip Pullman
Michael Morpurgo

KS3
KS3

Skellig
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
The Diary of A Young Girl

David Almond
John Boyne
Anne Frank

KS3
KS3
KS3

The Fault in Our Stars
The Graveyard Book
The Journey to the River Sea

John Green
Neil Gaiman
Eva Ibbotson

KS3
KS3
KS3

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe
The Secret Garden

C S Lewis
Frances Hodgson Burnett

KS3
KS3

The Silver Sword
The Story of Tracy Beaker
War Horse

Ian Serraillier
Jacqueline Wilson
Michael Morpurgo

KS3
KS3
KS3

Wonder
Animal Farm
Before I Die

R J Palacio
George Orwell
Jenny Downham

KS3
YA
YA

Chaos Walking series
Cider with Rosie

Patrick Ness
Laurie Lee

YA
YA

Huckleberry Finn
Lord of the Flies
The Book Thief

Mark Twain
William Golding
Markus Zuzak

YA
YA
YA

The Catcher in the Rye
The Colour of Magic
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

J D Salinger
Terry Pratchett
Mark Haddon

YA
YA
YA

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
The H I V E Series

Douglas Adams
Mark Walden

YA
YA

The Hobbit
The Hunger Games trilogy
The Life of Pi

J R R Tolkein
Suzanne Collins
Yann Martel

YA
YA
YA

To Kill a Mockingbird
Treasure Island
1984

Harper Lee
Robert Louis Stevenson
George Orwell

YA
YA
Adult

Dracula
Fahrenheit 451

Bram Stoker
Ray Bradbury

Adult
Adult

King Rat
Of Mice and Men
Oliver Twist

James Clavell
John Steinbeck
Charles Dickens

Adult
Adult
Adult

Pride and Prejudice
The Help
The Hound of the Baskervilles

Jane Austen
Kathryn Stockett
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Adult
Adult
Adult

The Lord of the Rings trilogy
The Mayor of Casterbridge

J R R Tolkein
Thomas Hardy

Adult
Adult

The Shadow in the Wind
Wild Swans
Wuthering Heights

Carlos Ruiz Zafon
Jung Chang
Emily Bronte

Adult
Adult
Adult

Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence
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Public
Speaking

T

he Rotary club Schools Public
Speaking competition was held at
County Upper on March 11th.
Our Year 12 team, Yola Lohr, Hannah
McGrath - Wells and Olivia Roberts
presented a very thought provoking speech
on the detrimental impact of the media
selection and manipulation of news stories.
Well done to all, in particular Olivia for
stepping in at the last minute!
Our Year 9 team, Amy Howells, Abigail
Booth and Chloe Forth won the competition
with a very passionate and persuasive
speech against animal testing. They were
all commended on their presentation and
enthusiasm.
"Participating in this competition was an
absolutely amazing experience. It allowed
me to speak about a subject I am extremely
passionate about, while practising my public
speaking skills and gave me a view on others’
opinions on different subjects as well, which
I think is extremely valuable. I feel that my
skills have really developed, and I couldn’t be
happier with our overall performance."
Amy Howells Year 9
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Student
Litter Pick

O

ur Eco committee have
decided it would be
a good idea to make
students aware of litter and start
to take responsibility for having
pride in our school grounds.
On the first Monday of every
month we will hold a student
litter pick event after school for
an hour.
Each session we aim to focus on a
different area of the grounds and
split into teams to combat these.
In times of bad weather we will
focus on the areas under cover.
Our first litter pick was a huge
success: the students were so
positive and worked extremely
efficiently as we explored the
grounds to see where our
‘problem areas’ were – and we
even found a muntjac deer.
I would like to say a huge thank
you to the 26 students who took
part and earned evidence towards
their Community ribbons and we
would like to invite more students
to join us on Monday 4th May
for our next event. Come along
with friends or come along to
make more friends – get involved!
Miss J Hilson
Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence
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MUN
O

n Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd March
six students; Annabelle Krijgsman, Kitt
Simms, Barnabas Sandor, Charlie Wilson,
Thomas Hellaby-Pearson and Callum Ryan,
visited Felsted school for a Model United Nations
conference.
This experience allowed us to explore and put
into practice a range of debate vocabulary as
well as complex strategies to incorporate skills
of diplomacy, speech presentation and expressing
points of interest publically to fellow delegates.
Being the German delegation allowed us to
constantly have an important input; we wrote a
resolution and four amendments in total, two of
which were passed.
Over the two days we also had to use our social
skills to ‘lobby’ with other countries which gave
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students more confidence and understanding for
future debates as well as public speaking.
All five of us explored different committees
and were enlightened with knowledge on
the specific subjects. We had to join fellow
delegates from other schools which allowed us
to communicate formally and informally with
people we’ve never met, and we made many
friends.
This was my fourth MUN and I had such a
good time. The MUN debate team and I are
passionate about this and look forward to
future debates at Felsted and other schools.
Annabelle Krijgsman, Year 10
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Thomas Gainsborough
Young Carer celebration Lunch

2

0 young carers enjoyed a special buffet arranged
by Mrs O’Beirne and Miss Fox on Young Carers
Awareness Day. It was lovely to see so many
young carers in one room socialising with one another.
We would like to take the time to thank our young
carer leads who continue to support the young carers
with such dedication and care. There is a clear sense of
community at TGS and it is all thanks to the staff who
continue to prioritise young carers needs within the
school. TGS are currently awarded Gold on our Schools
award, but are small steps away achieving Platinum.
We are very proud of how far TGS have come and the
strong level of partnership working they continue to
have with our adviser.
It can often feel like you’re alone as a young carer. This
is why having school support like this is so important
to support young carers in feeling less isolated. We hope
that the lunch has encouraged further friendships to be
made outside of school at the local Young Carers club in
Sudbury.

If you would like more information
of the Young Carers club in Sudbury
please contact Sheree on 01473
835477.
Ms Sheree Driver
Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence
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lifeskills

course

A

fter students asked about household bills and
dealing with life out of school Ryan Bird, Dylan
Tapsell, Rhys Leither, Ethan Wearn, Clark Deveraux,
Matty Rose and Bradley Mayhew took part in an 8 week
lifeskills course looking at healthy relationships, healthy
finances and healthy diet. The innovative course was run
by Matt Savage and Carole Rainbird from the charity
Christians Against Poverty. All the students thoroughly
enjoyed the sessions - even turning up early to get in. All
were awarded certificates on completion. A very worthwhile
project that we will look at running on other occasions.
Mr I Copeman
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Financial Journalist Competition
Max Herbert
Age 14-15 - Question “What will the bank of the future look like? Describe how you think banking will
have changed in 20 years time.”
20 years ago, anyone that thought that you could manage all your finances from one app or phone would
have probably just been dreaming. 20 years later, that dream is a reality.
Modern banks are changing their barriers all from new technology emerging, large amounts of data
and analytics. Modern banks currently only hold your money, there are services on offer like investment
accounts but banks do not help people, instead, they are in it to make money, as any other person would.
But as AI and machine learning is advancing with technology, banks are becoming a lot more ‘automated’
and they also can provide ways to help you save, like apps such as Cleo and Moneybox. They are a prime
example of automation and like many other banks in our modern-day and age, they are hardly banks, just
software companies.
As you are probably aware, most people have a smartphone and use it on a day to day basis for long
periods of time. People are consumed by anything to do with a smartphone, so the integration of apps, as
mentioned above, is crucial. Companies that choose not to jump on this trend stand no chance, as their
companies are not being displayed to people via Digital Marketing and this means less business for these
companies and a higher chance of them going bankrupt. Another reason why smartphones affect banking is
the ease of use and efficiency; when you deposit money into another person’s bank account via going to the
bank, it can take a long time whereas on a phone it takes you at most 2 minutes.
Early online accounting and financial management software was very risky and compromised because of
the lack of encryption and cyber safety, and lack of knowledge, whereas now it is quite the opposite; all of
our personal data is encrypted, and it is virtually impossible to hack into banks data systems. With banks
now having online software and applications as mentioned above, systems are becoming more ‘integrated’
such that people with large amounts of money do not have to seek advice from independent chartered
financial advisers, apps banks develop can help them do this for only a small fee/ no fee at all. The money
banks generate from this helps to further develop the security of their systems and this means that banks are
growing larger and larger, and more innovative tech, like the recent addition of Apple Pay - which wowed
many people, that you can pay for goods from items like your phone and watch.
Investment is a major sector in banking and finance, and before the revolution of banking, the only sort
of stock exchange was in actual currency, as the Great British Pound. However, the recent discovery of
cryptocurrencies has changed the stock exchange completely. The main reason cryptocurrency is so popular
is the (lack of) fees around it - there are no international transfer fees and as a payment method it is much
more secure, so people tend to use it for big asset transfers and high-value sales. In fact, the popularity of
cryptocurrency is so high that if you were to buy just £80 worth of Bitcoin back when the currency was first
released, you would now be around £5.3 million pounds richer, just from investing in Bitcoin. Wow.
Personally, I think that with the change of banks, will be the change in the meaning of money. Money at the
minute is an object, something you can hold. But in the future, when money goes all digital (which is a crazy
thought) money will be, in essence, ‘an experience token’ that is refillable. It is not seen by many people but
the amount of paper that is wasted every year on money is just absurd, and if the world were to stop this
in well-off countries where all people have these devices, it would save a lot of paper, which is much, much
better for the environment. This would also make banking easier for staff and banks because you could not
possibly have fake currency and the data systems are secure, so it wipes out the risk of financial crime. The
change will be a much needed, positive change but we need to make sure all of the systems, as mentioned
before, are secure so the risk of financial crime is minimised.
Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence
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O

n Valentines days 80 students and 11 staff
set off from TGS for the 2020 ski trip to
Obertauern in Austria. A long coach journey
culminated in arriving at the stunning Felseralm hotel
which was to be our base for the week. The resort had
plenty of skiing for every level of ability from our near
beginners to our expert skiers.
The weather was amazing with fresh snowfall
regularly throughout the week leading to some of
the best skiing conditions we could have hoped for,
especially on the final day when we were first on the
slopes in plenty of fresh powder under the bluest of
skies.
The students represented the school brilliantly as
always and made some incredible progress on the
slopes. With 5 hours skiing each day the evening
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activities were planned to be quiet affairs but were
still great fun. Ten Pin Bowling, table tennis, table
football and a sports hall were all available on site
and we also ran a quiz night in the main meeting
room with prizes for the winners. One of the best
evenings was our candlelit ‘bumboarding’ down a
small slope a short walk from the hotel. Staff and
students alike enjoyed sliding down the snow and
then had Hot Chocolate and Mulled wine (nonalcoholic!) together in the evening snow. A trip out
one evening saw us visit the ‘Lucky Flitzer’, a snow
bound mountain rollercoaster that was enjoyed by
all.
We also celebrated 4 birthdays whilst we were
abroad and each birthday boy or girl was given
a cake to share with their friends after we had
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suitably embarrassed them with
our singing.
We plan to run another trip in the
near future so if you would like
to go next time please watch this
space!
Mr W Ponsford

Austria

2020
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Students
Connie Clasby-Myers

outside TGS

A

s a competitive swimmer, the ultimate goal is to
one day represent Great Britain at the Olympic
Games. Funnily enough, I was initially taught
to swim by an Olympic Swimmer who noticed my
eagerness to race! You have to dedicate so much of
your life in order to achieve this goal. I currently train
6 times a week: this is split between pool time and dry
land training. That’s 8 hours a week of working hard,
focusing your mind and pushing your body for one
reason - to be better than I was yesterday!
Becoming an Olympic Athlete is a near impossible task
and very few people manage to get there, BUT, whilst
on this journey, I will gain many skills - plus some very
good habits that will help me succeed in life.
Swimming has made me fit, strong, confident and not
afraid of hard work (or to get up early in the morning).
I train my body EVERYDAY - Thursdays are one of the
hardest days, as training starts at 6.30am. When this
finishes it’s off to school, then home to re-fuel and then
back to the pool for another training session. Sunday
involves being in the water for 3 and half hours, over 2
sessions (which includes another 6.30am start).
You can see there is a lot of sacrifice in my chosen
sport, but I love the feeling of racing, winning medals
and achieving the next qualifying time - along with
supporting all of my team mates as they chase their
dreams too.
Did I mention I didn’t choose swimming, swimming
chose me...

Max Herbert, Josh Twitchin and Scott Lawrence

O

n 12th March TGS sent two teams of
three students to Teamsport Harlow to
compete in the first round of this year’s
British Schools Karting Championship. The teams
had practised at the track two weeks prior at an
official BSKC warm up event. It was clear then
that the teams would be up against some very
competitive drivers. The race event was full of
dramas with many black flags being handed out
and some contentious decisions being made. Team
A consisted of Max Herbert, Josh Twitchin and
Scott Lawrence, who managed to secure a 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place in three of their six races with two of

32

Respect Resilience Honest y Positivit y Happiness Confidence

these positions achieved from starting at the
back of the grid. These results were enough
for them to be awarded 2nd place overall on
the night and will see them through to the
next round of the BSKC. Team B, consisting
of Callum Scott, Louis Fenwick and Harrison
Oliver also managed a solid performance with
two 3rd place finishes and plenty of defensive
action holding off the rest of the pack. Team
B came 6th overall out of 11 teams. TGS A
are scheduled to race on the 3rd of May in
the next round at Teamsport Tower Bridge in
London.
Mr A Cameron

I

Max Williams

was accepted onto the Frantic Assembly ‘Ignition’
Workshop in the Norwich Theatre Royal over
the half term. I was quite nervous as I was the
youngest member of the group, but it was good to get
out of my comfort zone. The first thing I did when
entering the rehearsal space was line up and ‘get to
know each other’. This was us as a group chatting and
stretching to quiet music.
Then shortly after we did a warm up game called
‘Particle’, where the woman leading us (Steph) on
the two day event made us all walk in the opposite
direction we were facing around the room and
everytime we changed the way the face/turned our
heads we would have to walk the other way then on
a clap of her hands we had to all come into a huddle
as tightly as possible around her. This was made more
difficult as we could only walk the way we were
facing, meaning when I had to come into the huddle I
was facing away from her and had to walk backwards
to get involved with the group.
The workshop was so fast paced, energetic and
left us with no energy. It also gave me the skills to
develop ideas in my own work in a more dynamic and
physically interesting way.
Towards the end of the first day we were sectioned
off into three smaller groups and were told that we

needed to improvise/devise our own story. However,
we were each given a part in this story. My group’s
part was the start and the other two had the middle
and end. The key word given was, ‘Shattered’. So
on the second day we worked on our mini stories
with the help of Steph and a few other men. We did
about seven lifts in our piece and after the 3 hours
practising before a break, my arms were exhausted. I
never knew how draining drama could be!
Then at the end of the day we performed it on the
big stage to the parents and the big ‘boss man’ of
Frantic Assembly. I learnt so many new skills and
developed a wider range of key drama rehearsal
techniques.It was an unforgettable experience and
I’m glad I took the time to apply.

Frantic
Assembly
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Careers Careers
34

A

s always the Careers Hub has been
very busy. Students are making
regular visits to the Hub during break
and lunch to put their achievements in their
ROAs.
We have a new member of staff Mrs Osborne
who joined the team this term as our
Careers Manager. If you would like a careers
interview please see Mrs Osborne to make an
appointment.

Matthew Blower: Maycast- Nokes
Precision
Jonny Hawley: The Bradley Collection
Harry Pilgrim: Suffolk Owl Sanctuary
Hannah McGrath-Wells: Bury St Edmunds
Cathedral
All students enjoyed their experience
and received glowing reports from the
employers. The students were all great
ambassadors for Thomas Gainsborough
School during their placements. Well done!
A huge thank you to all the employers who
are kind enough to offer our students the
opportunity of work experience.

Year 11 students need to start thinking ahead
to Graduation and preparing their ROA’s,
putting evidence in their folders to achieve
their ribbons. Ms Perkins is now seeing
year 11 students in tutor groups during
registration in the Careers Hub to talk them
through the ribbon framework.
Students who have been out on work
experience since the last newsletter are as
follows:
Hayley Provis: Hillside Special School.
Jessica Deacon: Swayne and Partners Vets
Roxana Balin: Ardmore Vets
Callum Page: Mulberry Court Vets
Charlie Pettit: Mel Aviation
Megan Wallace: Great Waldingfield Primary
School
Kara Day: Prickles Hedgehog Rescue
Kaitlin Riddle: Prickles Hedgehog Rescue
Chloe Woods: Woodhall Primary School
Zellah Chambers: NBR Scooter Brokers Ltd
Lauren Martin: Bury St Edmunds Veterinary
Practice Zac Miller: Torque Bikes
Will Davies: Essex police Dog Section
Burak Bimici: St Gregory’s Primary School
Toby Johnson: The Swan hotel Joanne
Howard: Pot Kiln Primary School
Ella Patmore: Ardmore Vets
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Half Ribbons The following Yr 7, Yr 8 and Yr 9 students listed below
have all achieved their half ribbons: Gabriel Bailey, Mollie Blowers,
Abigail Booth, Jasmine Crick, Chloe Forth, Paige Gardiner, Ruby
Marsh, Finn Morris, Carys Preece,Sasha Preece, Vahan Rickards, Holly
Samways, Alfie Sheridan, Jessica Williams and Maisie Williams. They
will now be wearing their ribbon badges with pride! Well done to
all the students who have been proactive in putting evidence in their
folders!

There are many great resources available now to help students work
out what they want to do after GCSEs or A Levels.
• “Suffolk Work & Skills” a great yearly magazine for young people
aged 13-19. A link to a digital version is now available on the
careers page of the school website or in hard copy from the careers
hub. It is packed full of interesting and up to date information
regarding the job market in Suffolk and well worth a read.
• www.startprofile.com - a free online careers platform, designed to
connect 11-18 year olds with their future career potential.
• Fledglink.com an app to inform students of apprenticeship and
internship opportunities as well as job related news and the ability
to network for useful introductions.
• www.grantfairy.com for those worried about the cost of University
courses. Please see this free app which matches students with
thousands of scholarships,bursaries and grants to help pay
university fees and reduce student loans.

Please contact Ms Perkins with any work experience/
ribbons/ROA related questions on kperkins@tgschool.net
or Mrs Osborne for general careers related questions on
kosborne@tgschool.net.
We look forward to seeing you at the Careers Hub.
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U12 Girls Basketball

Sport At TGS

The third game was very difficult. It was a
very close game with TGS losing out by just
The team qualified for the semi-final of the one try late on, which was the only game we
area competition, and were drawn against lost at the tournament.
Castle Manor, at home. A large squad size
was selected and a strong team welcomed Finally we played Stowupland in the last
game of the day. TGS started the game
our opponents. We started strongly, with
instantly scoring a try which was brilliant,
some great shooting from Ava and Mya
and were up at the end of the first quarter. but then Stowupland went and scored
straight after to level the game. TGS
The second quarter saw Castle Manor
continued to work hard and scored a further
claw back the deficit with some very
3 tries and won comfortably in the end.
aggressive play. This spurred the visitors
on and they started to pull away. TGS
Well done to all the boys involved.They
battled hard and played very well, but
couldn’t quite reach the visitors score, but played very well in horrible conditions.
a valiant effort. Final Score TGS 26 – 32
A special mention must go to George Dunn
Castle Manor.
in our 6 Form who led the boys in all the
fixtures and umpired games as well.

Sports Leaders

Once again, the Sports Leaders have
proven why they were selected to join the
Leadership Academy with direct, positive
feedback on more than one occasion from
visiting teaching staff. With the summer
activities in the final planning stages there
will be plenty of opportunities for all of
the leaders to get involved, as Thomas
Gainsborough School will be supporting the
Rugby Year 7 Tournament
local primary schools through School Games
events and with primary school Sports Day
The boys Year 7 rugby team travelled to
activities. I will be offering some additional
Westley for a very wet and cold day of
rugby. When we arrived we found out that training before the season begins to all the
leaders; anyone who would like to offer
we had to play 4 games.
some time teaching the sporting rules and
regulations would be most welcome to join
The first game was against Castle Mano.
us for a session.
With this being both teams first game
Since September 46 Leaders have undertaken
together it was a scrappy affair with
99 leadership positions, excluding the Year
the horrible conditions meaning lots of
handling errors were made by both sides. 8s who are in training but about to start to
The game finished in a draw with neither take on more responsibility. Year 10 leaders
have been asked if they wish to continue
side managing to score any points.
offering their time due to the pressures of
The second game saw us get our first win increasing workloads only one has requested
to be taken off the roster.
with a tremendous run down the line by
Commitment of the active leaders has
Callum Arnold who scored a cracking
try. The boys played the game with much been excellent and a cohort of regular and
trustworthy individuals have been a great
more confidence and were starting to get
support to me, local primary schools and
to know each other.
TGS sports teams.
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U13 & U15 Indoor Athletics County Final

U14 Girls Football vs Chantry

The U13 boys team qualified for the county final
and it was always going to be a hard task, as the
majority of the team were Year 7, u12. However,
they performed very well and never gave up. Some
fantastic performances from Thomas Whiting,
Bailey Spall and Harvey Whybrow in both the field
and track events, cumulating in the team coming
6th in Suffolk. Well done!

On Tuesday 25th February we took our U14 team
over to Chantry to play the next round of the cup.
With no goalkeeper on the team it was down to
the "outfield" players to take it in turns to play.
Emily Cribb was chosen to play in goal and stayed
in goal for the whole game. Both teams started off
equal with some great defending from Zoe Deacon.
Paige Gardiner held her own in the centre and had
many opportunities through to goal however was
intercepted by the strong Chantry defence. Chantry
then took an early lead in the first half and even
though Emily made some great saves Chantry were
able to score a few more goals. TGS kept working
hard into the second half and Paige Gardiner
claimed a late goal. Chantry won the game and
went onto the next round.

The u15 boys and girls both qualified for the
county final as well as the u13 boys team. 2 strong
squads of 8 competed for TGS. Some very strong
schools made up the competition, so TGS had to
be up for the fight. Some outstanding performances
from Lleyton Chubb and Noah Pope, a year young,
in the track events, followed up by with some solid
performances from the rest of the boys in all areas,
the boys managed to beat 2 private schools in the
U12 Football
process, and came away with a silver medal. A great
result.
On the 16th March 2020 the TGS Year 7s played
The girls had a strong team also, but came up
Chantry.
against some very talented athletes. Tilly Motts,
TGS won the game TGS 5-4 Chantry.
Kirsty Dinnell and Lily Ford leading the way on
the track and Maggie Paborca and Paige Gardiner
in the field. All the girls gave everything in all the
Sports Awards Evening
events, and I couldn’t have asked for more. A very
Tuesday 30th June 2020
well deserved 4th place. 4th in Suffolk is a great
achievement. Well done one and all.

(if possible)

U15 Girls Futsal
On Wednesday 12th February we took our U15
girls team to the futsal finals over at Westbourne
Academy. The girls started off strong with a
win with goals from Paige Gardiner. The girls
never played together before, but showed great
commitment and resilience in learning how each
other play and working together effectively. The
win from the start filled the girls with confidence.
TGS went into their second game with optimism
and again came away with another win; goals
again from Paige Gardiner and Jess Barr. TGS then
faced a tough opposition and after playing 3 games
previous were starting to tire. The girls all worked
together effectively however our defence slipped
and the opposition scored. TGS finished 4th out of
5th.

If you would like to be involved in sponsoring any
awards please email rmyhill@tgschool.net

We are delighted to announce that TGS have
gained funding from Sport England to increase and
promote Physical Education, Physical Activity and
school Sport in secondary schools, for the second
year running. Look out for more new initiatives
and ideas to get involved in at TGS.
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Sport At TGS

Hockey
Outstanding performances from the Girls and the Boys!
U14s and U13s Hockey Qualifiers

by making crucial tackles on their key
players. Zac B proved to be a thorn in the
n March 2020 Thomas Gainsborough
opposition side whilst Tommy P opened
School hosted the U14s and U13s Hockey up his Hockey account with a brace of
qualifiers. In the U14 competition the
goals. Josh C was a super sub stepping on
boys team put in a strong performance but
to the pitch to score the goal that ensured
there were notable performances from Odin the U13 Boys remained undefeated. The
B, Edward A at the back and Matt R and
icing on the cake was a 10-0 destruction of
Farran K in midfield delivering most of the
Horringer Court. A huge thanks to Jasper
goals. It was particularly pleasing to beat
M who had an outstanding debut only let
Thurston school 4-2 as they are always
one ball past him in 3 games.
strong opposition and had won the cup last
year beating TGS on goal difference.
Circumstances mean that we are unable
to attend three finals but I am proud of
In the U13s competition the girls were
the progress and commitment of all the
the true stars. Five players represented the
Hockey players at TGS which continues to
school in a 7 a-side tournament. Despite
grow from strength to strength. Most of
being 2 players down they managed to bet
the players now represent Sudbury Hockey
Thurston 6-0 and Sybil Andrews 2-0 both
Club in the East League some have been
of whom had full teams and goalkeepers.
selected to represent Suffolk. Well done to
The midfield was dominated by Daisy D
all the players!
who set up almost all the goals. Sophie M
had the defenders on their back foot and
Thank you to Mrs Parry for her continued
with her pace and skill destroyed the defence support.
in our two victories. Not to be outclasses
by the more experienced players Daisy W
Mr D Chiang
and Louisa-May B both made their first
representation in girls hockey by scoring
goals. The two clean sheets in these victories
were down to the stoic defending by Alice W.
She made some timely tackles and with great
vision delivered the ball to the attackers
to keep the pressure on the opposition. A
fantastic and proud performance.

I

Thomas Gainsborough U13 Boys
Hockey Team March 2020

Meanwhile on the adjacent pitch the U13
boys’ team were up to their usual tricks
over running the opposition. Similar strong
performances from Odin B, Edward A, Matt
R and Farran K were complimented by the
rest of the squad. Lewis B played in midfield
and defence to frustrate the opposition
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Alumni
Sebastian Walter
English-Spanish interpreter

F

ew places might seem farther away
from Latin America, in almost
very way you could think of, than
Suffolk. Yet having barely turned 16,
chance and the lack of of opportunities
which casts young people away from my
part of the world had it that I would find
myself in rural England. But for all the
cultural shock and distance this meant,
Thomas Gainsborough School became a
place of respite. Having one's mind freed
from the worry of being able to dream of
an education was already a precious gift,
but this was not nearly the most valuable
thing I found here because no matter how
lucky you may count yourself for being
able to study, without care the mental and
emotional burden of migrating could've
still done away with it all. My teachers
at the time might recall that, in fact,
almost till the end of my time at TGS my
mind was very much off school and my
performance well below what might've
been expected. And so, it was the genuine
concern, understanding, patience, support,

words of encouragement, kindness, and gentleness of
all those at the school that carried me through instead.
Despite being what I came after, education became the
least about the education system itself and more about
the humanity of those involved in it. A couple years
and a bit after arriving I could again count myself lucky
as I got to study International Development at King's
College London and live a memorable few years in
London and Chile as part of my degree.

‘But perhaps most important
of all, it is mostly thanks to
the people that were simply
good to me at TGS and
everywhere along the way that
I can say that I am now home
again and forever grateful to
them.’
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Amsterdam

O

n the February enrichment day, several Year 13
students travelled to Amsterdam. It was certainly
an experience. After boarding the plane at Stansted,
at a very early hour, we were, unfortunately, unable to take
off due to windy conditions, and the flight was delayed by
2 hours. We eventually arrived in sunny Amsterdam and
made our way by tram to The Anne Frank Museum (which
was an incredible insight into the terrible things she and
others like her had to endure in the Second World War).
After a well needed lunch stop, we boarded a canal boat for
a tour of the city. We then had a short amount of time to
explore before making our way back to the airport, where
we endured another delay! Despite the hiccups to our travel
times, it was an incredibly fun day.
Ryan Shrubsole
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A level Chemistry trip to
TREATT

A

s part of the schools mission to deliver
a broad and exciting curriculum
to all students the TGS Chemistry
A-level students were taken to TREATT, a
flavor and fragrance manufacturer based in
Bury St Edmunds on the 6th of February.
The trip allowed the students a chance
to see how the Chemistry skills that they
learn at the sixth form are translated into a
real world application. The students were
given a site tour of TREATT's facility that
distills and purifies a huge range of essential
flavor compounds that are used in the food
and beverage and fragrance industries.
Even though you would never see their
name on a package, in order to keep the
manufacturers formulations secret, you have
probably consumed something today that
uses TREATT's products. Following a site
tour the students were given talks about how

TREATT uses a variety of Chemistry techniques
in order to check the purity of the raw materials
they receive and prove the composition of the
products they sell. TREATT pride themselves on
producing goods that can be certificated as being
from natural sources alone, something that their
clients care a great deal about.
To end the visit the students were given a tasting
session with some of the companies products in
order to experience how our taste and smell can
be affected by other aspects of a product such as
colour or effervescence. The Chemistry A-level
students all commented on how enjoyable the trip
was and the school would like to thank TREATT
and their team for making us feel so welcome.
Mr A Cameron
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Martha Kearney
Speaker for Schools

W

e were extremely fortunate to have a fantastic
presentation from the BBC’s Today presenter,
Martha Kearney on Friday 13th March.
She gave us an insight into the world of journalism, from
presenting live from Jerusalem, Syria and the Arctic Circle,
as well as speaking to Amy Winehouse and Ed Sheeran at the
very start of their careers.
She talked about her passion for politics, as well as her love
of music.
She shared some great footage of her TV and radio accolades,
including Newsnight, The World at One, Woman’s Hour and
The Today show.
TGS students asked a series of probing questions, which
Martha answered honestly and openly.
Martha was also kind enough to speak to individuals after
her presentation to support them with their ‘next steps’ into
journalism.
Martha told me she thoroughly enjoyed her TGS experience
and would definitely be back!
We look forward to seeing her again very soon.
Mr K Alexander
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D

uring the half term Angel and I took
a trip to London to see the West End
production of 'A Taste of Honey', which
we ourselves are performing as part of our A
Level practical exam.
The production was held in Trafalgar Studios,
a small theatre, which gave the performance
an intimate atmosphere. We entered the theatre
via the stage, which was interesting as we got
to see the set up close. It really connected us
to the performance from the get go. We found
that the acting was superbly executed and felt
that they manifested their characters extremely
well, such that we have used this as inspiration
for our own development of our characters. We
also enjoyed their interactions with the set in
order to develop the overall feel of the scene,
for instance their use of lighting to create the
image of the sun shining through a window.
Hopefully, we can take on similar ideas like
those we saw in our own performance.
Angel and Gemma

44 Sixth Form Sixth Form Sixth Form Sixth Form Sixth Form

Nora:
A Doll’s House
theatre trip

O

n Wednesday 4th March,
Year 13 English Literature
and Year 12 Theatre
Studies students travelled to the
Young Vic theatre in London to
see the new adaptation of Henrick
Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House’. The
orgininal play ‘A Doll’s House’
tells the story of Nora, a middle
class housewife in late 19th
century Norway as she is forced
to face a terrible mistake from her
past, and must to fight to protect
herself and her family.
A Doll’s House is considered
one of the first modern feminist
plays through its critique of 19th
century social norms, especially
those relating to gender and
marriage, and its message of
female emancipation is still
extremely relevant today. The
production at the Young Vic
placed Nora’s story in three
different time periods, 1918, 1968
and 2018, with three different
actresses playing Nora as well as
playing other parts.
We were initially afraid that the
combination of different time
periods and different Noras
would make the play confusing
to watch. However, this was
far from the case. The staging
was strikingly with lighting that
changed with changes in time
period which allowed for clear
transitions and avoided confusion
for the audience. The only set
on stage were three doorways
representing the three time
periods and 5 chairs circling the
stage, a continual fall of snow
serving as the only backdrop.

Through the minimalistic set, the
audience weren’t distracted as
they may have been by some of
the more realistic sets used for
such period pieces. This forced
all of the audience’s attention
to be focussed on the characters
and dialogue. Ibsen’s original
script had mostly been scrapped,
the language changed to fit a
contemporary audience whilst
maintaining the key elements
of plot and characterization
that made even the extended
monologuing extremely engaging.
The result of this was the audience
being truly invested in the drama
onstage, making the play equally
compelling and emotionally
engaging, and we all left the
theatre buzzing.
I would highly encourage anyone
able to go and see this amazing
production.
A J Sims
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Religious Studies
Candle Conference

W

e recently attended the annual Religious
Studies 'Candle Conference' in
Cambridge run by Peter Vardy. We use
Peter Vardy's books in our lessons and quote him
in our essays so it was very exciting to meet him.
We had a full day of lectures on the arguments
for the existence of God and the nature of faith.
The lectures were very rich with knowledge
which stretched our understanding of the topics
covered and helped with the structure of our own
arguments. It gave us a good insight into how we
might learn at university. We all really enjoyed it.
The day ended with an interesting debate on
whether the existence of injustice in the world
can be made up for in the after life. The house
concluded that it can not.
The Year 12 Philosophy Class

T

ring specifically for juniors but next year at Crufts,
I am aiming to get to the main arena with one of
my dogs as we would have more room to run in
the main arena due to the main arena being much
larger than the junior ring. I thoroughly enjoyed this
year at Crufts as I had much more time to watch the
main arena and look at different stands. I was very
pleased with my dogs as they ran well and coped
with the stressful environment.

his year at Crufts, I competed in four
different agility classes with three different
dogs on the Thursday, Saturday and
Fred Adams
Sunday of Crufts. The classes were: Small Agility
Dog of the Year, Medium under 18s Jumping,
Medium 18-24 pairs and Large 18-24 pairs. In the
Agility dog of the year, I placed 4th but narrowly
missed out on going to the final by around 0.2
seconds. I wasn't placed in the jumping but in
the pairs I placed 3rd with my medium dog and
4th with my large dog. This year I was in the
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OAPs
Valentines
afternoon

O

n Valentine’s Day afternoon a
group of age uk members came
over to the sixth form for some
games and an afternoon tea. The nutrition
and catering students provided the
homemade scones, cake and sandwiches
whilst the rest of us made endless cups of
tea and coffee for everyone. The afternoon
was thoroughly enjoyed by all; after an
incredibly tense game of bingo and a lot
of chatting age uk left. Due to how much
everyone enjoyed the afternoon we have
decided to start a regular meet up between
the Sixth Form and Age UK which all
participants are really looking forward to.
Mable Frost
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Follow us on instagram
Thomas Gainsborough School

www.facebook.com/
thomasgainsboroughschool

Twitter
@tgschool

Thomas Gainsborough School, Wells Hall Road, Great Cornard, Suffolk, CO10 0NH
Telephone: 01787 375232, Fax: 01787 377386
enquiries@tgschool.net, www.tgschool.net
If you would like to visit us it would be our pleasure to show you around. Please contact
us on 01787 375232

