
Your Sixth Form, Your Future

Course  
Guide

 2022



 respect • honest y 

h appiness • positivit y

 resilience • confidence

The next two years will be exciting 
and important stepping stones in 
shaping your future. This course 
guide will provide you with valuable 
information as you make some very 
important decisions.

Contact details for the member of staff leading 
each course are also included. If you have 
further questions about the courses or future 
opportunities, please get in touch.

We look forward to guiding and advising you 
through this formative time and answering any 
questions that you might have.

Mr Kenny Alexander
Director of Sixth Form

Welcome
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UCAS Tariff points are used by some 
universities and colleges to set their entry 
requirements and to make offers. 

Instead of asking for grades, a university 
might express the offer as a number of 
points. To help understand how many points 
a qualification is worth UCAS has a tariff 
calculator that you can use.

Qualification and Grade Tariff Points 

A level Grade A* 56

A level Grade A 48

A level Grade B 40

A level Grade C 32

A level Grade D 24

A level Grade E 16

BTEC Grade D* 56

BTEC Grade D 48

BTEC Grade M 32

BTEC Grade P 16

UCAS Tariff  
Points  
Explained

At Thomas Gainsborough Sixth Form we 
pride ourselves on offering personalised 
programmes of study. You can choose either 
traditional academic A levels with a flexible 
Extended Project Qualification or specialist 
vocational courses. For some students a 
combination of A levels and vocational 
courses may be appropriate.

Level 3 courses (A levels and BTECs) are two 
year programmes of study and all students 
must choose a minimum of 3 courses.

Students wishing to join the Sixth Form must 
attain a minimum of 5 GCSEs (or equivalent) 
at Grade 5 including Maths and English, 
and if they do not have this minimum entry 
requirement they must retake those GCSEs 
during Year 12.

To study a particular subject at A level a 
Grade 5 or above must have been achieved at 
GCSE. If the A level subject was not studied 
at GCSE, then a Grade 5 in a related subject 
will be required.

Course requirements will be discussed with 
students at their Sixth Form interviews 
which all prospective students will have to 
undertake, to assess their suitability for their 
chosen courses. During these interviews 
students and their parents will also be able to 
ask any questions they have about the Sixth 
Form. In their two years of Sixth Form study 
students will also be encouraged to undertake 
work placements and complete the Extended 
Project Qualification. These activities help 
develop the necessary skills to operate 
independently and communicate effectively.

We strongly recommend that you carefully 
read the course information contained in this 
guide; that you consider the qualification 
recommended for your possible chosen career 
and/or university course, and that you discuss 
your choices with your tutor, teachers and 
parents.

The award winning careers team in the 
Careers Hub are also available to provide 
independent guidance and help you with 
further research.

Choosing  
Your Courses
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Some universities particularly 
welcome applications from students 
who have studied two or more 
facilitating subjects. These facilitating 
subjects are Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics, Geography, History, 
English Literature and Classical or 
Modern Languages.

It is also worth considering that many careers 
such as accounting, advertising, banking, civil 
service, computing, journalism, publishing, 
telecommunication, TV, film and radio can 
be entered into via apprenticeships, A levels 
or after completion of a non-specific degree.

The following is a brief summary of A level requirements for different subjects at University 
which could influence the choices you make.

Art and design: Specialist Level 3 courses 
including Art, Textiles, Product Design  
and Photography.

Architecture: A combination of subjects will 
be accepted but evidence of design ability is 
essential. Some universities require one or a 
combination of Physics, Mathematics and Art.

Chemistry, Biology & Physics: In addition to 
the subject itself a second science and Maths 
are advisable.

Drama: English is usually required in 
addition to Drama.

Economics & Business Studies: Although 
neither is required to have been studied 
at A level it is helpful. Many universities 
recommend Maths also.

English: Any combination of subjects with 
English is accepted.

Engineering: Maths, Further Maths and 
Physics are likely to be required.

Environmental Studies: Science based courses 
require Chemistry and/or Biology. For issue 
based courses Politics, Geography and 
Philosophy are useful.

Geography: This can be combined with any 
Humanities or Science courses.

History: Advisable to study other essay  
based subjects such as English, Politics  
and Philosophy.

Law: Most combinations of subjects are 
acceptable but essay based subjects such as 
English, History, Philosophy and Politics  
are recommended.

Mathematics: Biology and Chemistry are 
essential. A third Science or Maths is desirable. 
English and Philosophy are also welcomed.

Music: This can be combined with any  
other subjects.

Nursing: Any combination of subjects but 
Biology is highly recommended.

Pharmacy: Chemistry is essential and Biology 
and Maths are recommended.

Psychology: Psychology A level is not necessary, 
but desirable, as is at least one science, often two.

Sports Science: Biology is usually required.

Veterinary Science: Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology are required.

Philosophy, Theology, Anthropology, Politics 
or Social Sciences: No specific requirements 
but a combination of essay based subjects  
are recommended.

It is important that you complete some 
research into your possible chosen careers 
before choosing your Level 3 courses.  
The award winning Careers team in the 
Careers Hub can also help you with this.

University  
Requirements
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Examination Board: OCR 
Specification: H606
Course Leader: Mrs F Raleigh 
Contact Email: fraleigh@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Students will explore, research and analyse 
art techniques, craft and design practices, 
developing their skills, knowledge and 
understanding in practical and written 
elements specific to Critical and Contextual 
Study. Learners will demonstrate critical 
and contextual skills through researching, 
analysing and building understanding of 
one or more areas of study. The focus of 
the course is on the learner’s ability to use 
detailed written and visual analysis when 
conducting research. Learners produce a 
portfolio of practical artwork. Recording 
ideas through annotation notes and 
observational drawing.

Areas of Study
Students are required to work in one or more 
area(s)
• fine art and sculpture
• design
• craft
• art theory
• the human form
• landscape and natural forms
• still life and designed objects
• architecture and the built environment
• art movements, styles and genres
• curating exhibitions
• art management and art in the community
• cultural representations within art and 

design

What Skills Will I Learn?
• selecting and using materials such as web-

based research, gallery or site visits, books, 
journals, and other relevant resources.

• selecting, interpreting and scrutinising 
research material with the use of relevant 
subject terminology.

• understanding and using conventions when 
interpreting the impact/effect of social, 
religious and cultural contexts and local 
and global trends.

• undertaking critical analysis to ascertain 
and discuss appropriate historical, social 
and political contexts.

• analysing materials and techniques used by 
artists such as application of formal skills 
and construction techniques multi-media, 
emerging technologies and their use in art.

How Will I Be Assessed?
The personal investigation is 60% the 
externally set task is 40%. Portfolios are 
continually assessed throughout the course 
with main assessment points every half term.

Examination Board: AQA 
Specification: 7202, 7203, 7204, 7205
Course Leader: Mrs F Raleigh 
Contact Email: fraleigh@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
A level Art and Design explores many of  
the techniques, processes and concepts 
behind traditional and contemporary art.  
It gives students a range of skills, the ability 
to think in depth about the concepts and 
ideas underpinning great art and a critical 
approach towards the presentation and 
quality of their own work.

Students may choose up to two of these 
courses, Fine Art, 3D Design, Textiles or 
Graphics. These courses are well suited 
to pairing with other A Levels, vocational 
courses including photography or critical  
and contextual studies.

During year 12 students develop their ability 
to use materials, techniques and processes 
through intense experimentation, guided 
by in depth research into historical and 
contemporary starting points.

In the second half of year 12 and the 
first term of year 13, students complete a 
‘Personal Investigation’ component in which 
they apply the skills they have developed 
through an independently designed project 
which combines practical and written 
elements. In year 13 the students complete  
an externally set (exam) project which 
comprises 40% of the overall assessment.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above in GCSE 
Art and Design.

Assessment
Formative assessment takes place throughout 
the course with feedback, group critiques and 
learning conversations used to drive progress. 
The exam takes place at the end of the second 
year and is externally moderated by AQA.

Where Next?
A level Art and Design can be used as a 
bridge to Further Education courses such as 
National Diploma, higher National Diploma 
or Foundation Art and Design, or higher 
education courses such as degrees in various 
disciplines of art; such as fine art, illustration 
and so forth. It is also an excellent grounding 
in practical skills which can lead to work 
based learning and internships.

Art & Design
Critical & Contextual Studies (History of Art) A Level 

Art & Design
Fine Art, 3D Design, Textiles or Graphics A Levels 
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Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7405
Course Leader: Mr A Cameron
Contact Email: acameron@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The course is divided into the fundamental 
areas studied by Chemistry: Organic, 
Inorganic and Physical. 

Organic Chemistry 
Accelerates the students’ learning from their 
GCSE Chemistry into the world of organic 
molecules. The students learn about the 
properties and reactions of the different 
families of organic chemicals. These topics in 
turn introduce the students to aspects of bio-
chemistry, medicine and polymer synthesis.

Inorganic Chemistry 
Builds on prior knowledge of the periodic 
table and the patterns that can be observed 
within it. The students will learn how to 
explain those patterns and investigate the 
unique chemistry of the transition metals.

Physical Chemistry 
Explains the energies that drive chemical 
reactions by applying fundamental principles. 
The students can reveal the reasons behind 
the spontaneity of certain reactions and 
explain the lack of reactivity in others. These 
principles allow chemists to manipulate the 
elements into unique chemicals and underpin 
the other two disciplines.

Practical skills in Chemistry will be taught 
throughout the content.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 in GCSE 
Chemistry and Grade 5 in Maths, or a  
Grade 5 in Additional Science and Grade 5 
in Maths.

Assessment
• 1 x 2 hour exam on Inorganic, Physical 

Chemistry and relevant practical skills  
for 35% of the A level. 

• 1 x 2 hour exam on Organic, Physical  
and relevant practical skills for 35% of  
the A level.

• 1 x 2 hour exam on all content and 
practical skills for 30% of the A level.

Where Next?
Study of Chemistry or other Natural sciences 
at university. Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine courses often require Chemistry  
at A level.

Biology
A level

Chemistry
A level 

Examination Board: AQA 
Specification: 7402 
Course Leader: Dr Z Palmer 
Contact Email: zpalmer@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Biology is the natural science concerned with 
the study of living organisms, ranging from 
the simplest life forms to the complex systems 
operating in higher animals, including 
humans. An understanding of biology will 
provide a platform from which to evaluate 
the effects of a range of factors, both natural 
and man-made, on the living organisms in 
our world. 

Modules studies are:
• Biological molecules
• Cells
• How organisms exchange substances  

with their environment 
• Genetic information, variation and 

relationships between organisms
• Energy transfers in and between organisms
• How organisms respond to changes in 

their internal and external environments
• Genetics, populations, evolution and 

ecosystems
• The control of gene expression

Entry Requirements
Students should hold a minimum of two 
Grade 5s in Science at GCSE, one of which 
must be Biology, as well as a Grade 5 in 
GCSE Mathematics.

Assessment
100% Examination
Students studying A level Biology will be 
assessed through three written papers, each 
2 hours:
Paper 1 – comprising a mixture of short and 
long answer questions, with the addition of 
extended response questions, to a total of 91 
marks, and contributing 35% of the A level.
Paper 2 – comprising a mixture of short and 
long answer questions, with the addition of 
comprehension questions, to a total of 91 
marks, and contributing 35% of the A level.
Paper 3 – comprising structured questions, 
including practical techniques, critical 
analysis and one essay from a choice of 
two titles, giving a total of 78 marks, and 
contributing 30% of the A level qualification.

Where Next?
Biology A level is ideal preparation for a 
variety of careers; there is no such thing as 
a typical biologist. Biologists could work 
in a number of fields, including medicine, 
healthcare, agriculture, environment, 
ecology, conservation, biomedical, education, 
museums, zoos... The list is extensive. 
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Classical Civilisation
A level

Dr ama & Theatre Studies
A level 

Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas
Specification: 601/8554/5
Course Leader: Mrs J Arrow
Contact Email: jarrow@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Component 1: Theatre Workshop (either 
acting or design) – Students participate in the 
creation, development and performance of a 
piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation 
of an extract from a text chosen from a 
list supplied by the exam board. The piece 
is developed using techniques from either 
an influential theatre practitioner or a 
recognised theatre company. They will 
produce a creative log to accompany their 
performance. 

Component 2: Text in Action (either acting 
or design) – Students participate in the 
creation, development and performance of 
two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus 
provided by the exam board. One will be 
a devised piece of theatre, using either an 
influential practitioner or theatre company 
and the other is an extract from a text in a 
different style. Students produce a process 
and evaluation report following their 
performance to an external examiner. 

Component 3: Text in Performance (written 
exam) – Students will study two different 
texts from different time periods: one pre 
1956 and one post 1956. Students will 
then answer two questions about the two 
plays under timed examination conditions. 
Students will also study the play Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
and will answer a question based on a 
chosen extract from that play under timed 
examination conditions. 

Entry Requirements
Students require GCSE English Grade 5, 
GCSE Drama 5 (not essential).

Assessment
Assessed workshops, performance, written 
coursework and written examination.

Where Next?
This is an academic course recognised by 
universities of good standing. For those 
taking English, it gives a more practical 
and hands on approach to Drama as well 
as academic rigour. For those interested 
in careers in the Arts, whether backstage, 
lighting, sound, acting or directing it gives 
you knowledge of drama and theatre. This 
course does allow performers to enhance 
their acting skills but students still need a 
good academic background.

Please note
Students who have not taken GCSE Drama 
will be considered. Students must have 
an interest in theatre and plays as well as 
performing and would benefit from being 
involved with the annual school production. 

Examination Board: OCR
Specification: H408
Course Leader: Mr J Warburton
Contact Email: jwarburton@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
‘Knowledge is now no more a fountain 
sealed.’ (Alfred Lord Tennyson, The 
Princess).

Why choose Classical Civilisation? 
Classical Civilisation is an exciting mix of 
many skills and studies centred around the 
worlds of Ancient Greece and Rome. It mixes 
literature, culture and the arts as well as 
beliefs and ideas relating to philosophy and 
religion. The subject gives both great variety 
and great depth of study in these areas and is 
much desired by universities as it equips those 
who choose to study it so well in such a wide 
range of key skills and abilities. It is mistaken 
by many as Ancient History but shares only 
the time period and not the areas of focus or 
the content. Studying Classical Civilisation is 
an excellent way to gain insight into the basis 
for much of our modern politics, philosophy, 
arts and literature. It is often a great choice 
to accompany the study of English and/or 
Humanities. English/Latin bi-lingual texts 
will be optional so that GCSE Latin students 
will be able to keep their language skills 
sharp. It should be noted that all are welcome 
to study not only those with previous GCSE 
experience in Latin or Classical Civilisation. 

Component 1: The world of the hero
In this compulsory component, students 
study Virgil’s Aeneid and either Homer’s Iliad 
or Odyssey.

Component group 2: Culture and the arts
The components in this group involve study 
of visual and material culture, and (except for 
Greek art) literature in translation. Students 
will study: Imperial image.

Component group 3: Beliefs and ideas
Components in this group involve study of an 
area of classical thought, along with either 
literature in translation or visual/material 
culture. Students will study: Greek religion.

Entry Requirements
Students must have a Grade 5 or above in 
GCSE English. 

Assessment
Three written exams sat at the end of Year 13. 
Component 1 – 40% 2hrs 20mins 
Component 2 – 30% 1hr 45mins 
Component 3 – 30% 1hr 45mins 

Where Next?
Classical Civilisation is a gateway to many 
university courses including Latin, Classics, 
and Ancient History. It is also popular 
amongst Law students and students of 
Philosophy and Religion. It is unique in that 
it equips you with a range of skills which 
are even applicable to the History of Art, 
Architecture and Archaeology. 
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Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7702
Course Leader: Mrs N Gilligan
Contact Email: ngilligan@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The main topics you will study during the 
course are: 
• Exploring and analysing a wide variety 

of texts and their purposes, genre and 
audience and how language is adapted 
according to context.

• Understanding how children learn to 
speak, read and write.

• Developing a knowledge of how the 
English Language has developed and 
changed over time.

• Exploring the different varieties of  
English spoken in this country and  
around the world.

• Considering how language is affected by 
gender, occupation and social context.

• In addition, there will be coursework 
which involves producing creative, original 
writing and an investigation into an aspect 
of language study which interests you.

Entry Requirements
Students require English Language GCSE 
Grade 5 or above. 

Assessment
Two exams at the end of the two-year  
course, each 2 hours 30 minutes and each 
worth 40% of the final grade.

The original writing and language 
investigation coursework is worth a further 
20% of the final grade. 

Where Next?
As well as English at university, the course 
provides an excellent foundation for 
numerous other courses such as linguistics, 
law, history, psychology, sociology, 
journalism, modern foreign languages, public 
relations, media, teaching and many more. 
A more developed understanding of the ways 
in which we use language is also excellent 
preparation for any career where you will be 
required to work with others or communicate 
with clients and customers.

Economics
A level

English Language
A level 

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7136
Course Leader: Mr M Smith
Contact Email: msmith@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
A level Economics will give you an excellent 
understanding of how economies allocate 
their scarce resources to meet the needs and 
wants of their citizens. You will develop 
a greater understanding of the economic 
problems which face individuals, firms and 
governments on a local, national and global 
level and the alternative ways these problems 
can be resolved.

Over this two-year course, you will study 
areas and topics drawn from both micro  
and macroeconomics. 

Microeconomics: 
• The economic problem and economic 

methodology
• Individual economic decision making
• Price determination in a competitive 

market
• Production, costs and revenue
• Perfect competition, imperfectly 

competitive markets and monopoly
• The labour market
• The distribution of income and wealth: 

poverty and inequality
• The market mechanism, market failure  

and government intervention in markets

Macroeconomics:
• The measurement of macroeconomic 

performance
• How the macroeconomy works
• Economic performance
• Financial markets and monetary policy
• Fiscal policy and supply-side policies

Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved five GCSEs at 
grades 9-5 including a Grade 5 or above in 
English and Maths and Science.

Assessment
The A level has three, two hour written exams. 
Paper 1 - Markets and market failure: 
students answer two questions. Section A – 
students choose one context from a choice of 
two; Section B – students choose one context 
from a choice of three. 
Paper 2 - National and international 
economy: students answer two questions. 
Section A – students choose one context from 
a choice of two; Section B – students choose 
one context from a choice of three. 
Paper 3 - Economic principles and issues: 
Section A - multiple choice. Section B – 
extended writing questions.

Where Next?
A level Economics encourages key thinking 
skills that provide excellent preparation 
for those who go onto higher education 
or employment. A level Economics would 
provide a great grounding for those hoping to 
apply for apprenticeships and employment in 
the commercial sector. Continuing to study 
Economics at degree level would provide 
opportunities for employment as economists, 
accountants, auditors, actuarial and data 
analysts to name but a few.
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Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7652
Course Leader: Mrs H Frid
Contact Email: hfrid@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Aspects of French-speaking society: current 
trends: The changing nature of family, The 
‘cyber-society’, The place of voluntary work.

Aspects of French-speaking society: current 
issues: Positive features of a diverse society, 
Life for the marginalised, How criminals  
are treated.

Artistic culture in the French-speaking 
world: A culture proud of its heritage, 
Contemporary francophone music, Cinema: 
the 7th art form.

Aspects of political life in the French-
speaking world: Teenagers, the right to vote 
and political commitment, Demonstrations, 
strikes – who holds the power?, Politics  
and immigration.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above at  
GCSE French, or substantial experience  
of speaking the language either at home  
or while living abroad. 

Assessment
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation.
Paper 2: Written response to works – based 
on the study of a film and a literary text.
Paper 3: Oral (discussion of an issue and 
research-based project). 

Where Next?
A wide range of careers where a language 
is a useful extra such as accounting, public 
relations, journalism, advertising, law, 
international marketing, administration and 
many more in this increasingly global world. 
In addition, more traditional language routes 
include translating. As part of your course 
you will be able to do a work experience 
placement in France, during that time you 
will live with a family and work in area of 
your interest.

Please note
During this course you will read and listen 
to authentic French language materials and 
will study aspects of the contemporary 
society, cultural background and heritage 
of a country where French is spoken. You 
will have opportunities to develop your 
understanding and awareness of spiritual, 
moral, ethical, environmental, health and 
European issues.

English Liter ature
A level

French
A level 

Examination Board: OCR
Specification: H472
Course Leader: Mr M Harris
Contact Email: mharris@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The OCR A level in English Literature extends 
the study of literature in breadth and depth, 
further developing learners’ ability to analyse, 
evaluate and make connections. Learners are 
required to study a minimum of eight texts 
at A level, including at least two examples of 
each of the genres of prose, poetry and drama 
across the course as a whole. 

Component 1 - Drama and Poetry: Current 
texts for this unit include Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House and 
Milton’s Paradise Lost (books 9 and 10 only). 

Component 2 - Comparative and Contextual 
Study: The current literary genre for study 
in this unit is dystopia, including Margaret 
Atwood’s A Handmaid’s Tale, George Orwell’s 
1984 and a broad selection of extracts from a 
range of other dystopian texts in preparation 
for the unseen element of the examination. 

Component 3 - Literature Post-1900 (non-
exam assessment): A close study of three texts, 
one each of poetry, prose and drama, written 
post-1900, including one text written post-
2000. Learners will have the opportunity to 
choose a text for study in this unit.

Entry Requirements
A Grade 5 or higher in English Language and 
English Literature at GCSE.
A genuine enthusiasm for reading – you are 
going to need to do a lot of it, not only set 
texts but a wide range of background material.

Assessment
Paper 1 (40%) – Written exam, 2 hours and 
30mins, closed book. 
Paper 2 (40%) – Written exam, 2 hours and 
30mins, closed book. 
Non-exam assessment (20%) – Two written 
parts; a close reading of one text and a 
comparative essay.

Where Next?
Law, journalism, public relations, marketing, 
advertising, teaching, theatre and any careers 
that require you to organise your thoughts and 
read beyond the surface. Being able to read 
and articulate complex concepts will always 
be valuable in a wide range of contexts.
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Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7662
Course Leader: Mr A Blagona 
Contact Email: ablagona@tgschool.net 

What Will I Study?
Aspects of German-speaking society:  
The changing state of the family, The digital 
world, Youth culture: fashion and trends, 
music, television.

Multiculturalism in German-speaking 
society: Immigration, Integration, Racism,
Artistic culture in the German-speaking 
world: Festivals and traditions, Art and 
architecture, Cultural life in Berlin, past  
and present.

Aspects of political life in the German-
speaking world: Germany and the  
European Union, Politics and youth,  
German re-unification and its consequences.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above at 
GCSE German, or substantial experience 
of speaking the language either at home or 
while living abroad.

Assessment
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation
Paper 2: Written response to works and 
Translation
Paper 3: Oral (discussion of an issue and 
research-based project) 

Where Next?
A wide range of careers where a language 
is a useful extra such as accounting, public 
relations, journalism, advertising, law, 
international marketing, administration and 
many more in this increasingly global world. 
In addition, more traditional language routes 
include translating. As part of your course 
you will be able to do a Work Experience 
placement in Germany, during that time you 
will live with a family and work in area of 
your interest.

Please note
During this course you will read and listen 
to authentic German language materials 
and will study aspects of the contemporary 
society, cultural background and heritage 
of a country where German is spoken. You 
will have opportunities to develop your 
understanding and awareness of spiritual, 
moral, ethical, environmental, health and 
European issues.

Geogr aphy
A level

German
A level 

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7037 
Course Leader: Mr N Bennett 
Contact Email: nbennett@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
You will study six units at A level. Three 
human and three physical geography based. 

Units studied are: 
• Natural Hazards: Tectonics, wildfires, 

hurricanes and storms.
• Coastal Systems: Landforms and  

coastal management.
• Water and Carbon cycles: River 

management and climate change.
• Global Systems and Governance: 

Globalisation and its impacts,  
Antarctica and its importance.

• Changing Places: Place-making,  
re-branding and forces causing change  
in two contrasting places.

• Population and the Environment:  
Global population growth, global  
health issues and food security.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above  
in Geography.

Assessment
There will be two exams both 2½ hours long. 
These include a mix of question types from 
an essay, short data response questions and 
multiple choice questions. 

There will be a piece of coursework worth 
20% of the total grade. This is an individual 
study where you complete primary and 
secondary data collection on a title you have 
independently devised - please speak to your 
Geography teacher for further details.

Fieldwork
Students will complete a residential field 
trip in Year 12 to Dorset. This is a fantastic 
trip to an iconic landscape and crucial for 
individual study.

Where Next?
Geography A level can lead to a variety of 
careers including marketing, insurance, 
transport planning, travel, cartography, 
surveying, demography, urban planning, 
hydrology, ecology, geology, and climatology. 
To continue further study in a Geography 
degree, related science and social science 
subjects may also be an asset, including 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, 
Sociology, Economics, Politics and History.

Why Choose Geography?
You will develop skills and knowledge  
that will be valuable to a wide range of 
employment or further education. You will 
explore current issues and create your own 
reasoned conclusions. You will have the 
opportunity to carry out research, undertake 
fieldwork at various stages of the course, and 
learn through enquiry. There has never been  
a more important time to study geography. 
The course will help you understand and 
become critically aware of the current global 
issues we are facing.
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Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
Specification: 9H10
Course Leader: Mr P Billimore
Contact Email: pbillimore@tgschool.net 

What Will I Study?
Paper 1: Germany and West Germany, 
1918–89 - In this unit you study how the 
republic, set up after the First World War, 
was turned into a dictatorship under Hitler. 
Then, after the Second World War, how West 
Germany had to deal with the legacy of the 
Nazis. A special case study is based on how 
far Hitler was responsible for the outbreak of 
the Second World War. 

Paper 2: The Rise and Fall of Fascism in 
Italy, c1911–46 - In this unit you will learn 
about the nature of the profound political, 
economic and social changes experienced by 
the Italian people in the years c1911–1946 
and how the failure to create a stable, 
democratic Italian state in the early twentieth 
century led to the rise of Fascism and 
emergence of Mussolini as a leader.

Paper 3: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry 
VII, 1399–1509 - This unit focuses on 
Shakespeare’s Kings from his great cycle of 
history plays. From the Triumph of Henry 
V at Agincourt to the spectacular death of 
Richard III on the battlefield, deserted by 
all including his horse, the question in the 
background was always who should be King? 
Did a mad King and a bad marriage result in 
the blood and gore of the Wars of the Roses? 

Paper 4: The Witch Craze c1450-c1750 
- This is a coursework unit based on the 
nature of the witch craze that took hold in 
the late sixteenth century and the changing 
attitudes to magic and sorcery that eventually 
contributed to its decline. Students study 
the social, economic and political aspects 
of the phenomenon, using case studies like 
Matthew Hopkins and the Salem witch hunt.

Entry Requirements
You need at least a Grade 5 in GCSE History. 
If you have not studied GCSE History, then a 
minimum of a Grade 5 in GCSE English.

Assessment
At the end of the course you will sit three 
exams and submit a piece of coursework. 

Where Next?
University to study History, alternatively  
you have acquired skills to support you  
in any degree course and future career.  
Skills such as critical analysis, evaluation  
and interpretation of a range of materials  
will be valuable to any course or employer.

About The Course 
This course has been designed to give you a 
taste of different areas and types of History. 
As Lord Acton said “study problems, not 
periods”. The course offers a broad study of 
critical investigations from the late medieval 
to late European periods.

Government and Politics
A level

History
A level 

Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: 9PLO
Centre Leader: Mr D Yates
Contact: dyates@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
You will learn about political participation in 
the UK and the USA and the world, both in 
and beyond elections, including:
Component 1 - UK Politics and Core Political 
Ideas 
Component 2 - UK Government and Optional 
Political Ideas 
Component 3 - Comparative Politics

You will be taught using active and 
collaborative learning approaches, as well as 
individual reading and written assignments. 
You will be expected to keep up with current 
affairs by reading newspapers, watching and 
listening to the news.

Why choose Government and Politics? 
If you want to challenge the system, challenge 
politicians and debate meaningful issues, then 
this course is for you. Whether you want to get 
into politics, become a journalist, enter law, 
or simply want to add a highly-rated social 
science A level to your CV. 

This course will develop knowledge and a 
critical awareness of the changing nature of 
politics, the impact of decisions as well as an 
ability to analyse political argument, leading 
to your own judgements.

Entry Requirements
Students should achieve a Grade 5 at GCSE 
English and also in at least one source-based 
subject i.e. humanities.

Assessment
There are three units, each examined with  
a 2 hour exam. Exams contain structured, 
source-based questions choices and shorter 
‘quote’ based questions. The final paper 
requires more ‘synoptic’ answers.

Where Next?
A level Politics will help you gain access to 
university to study social sciences, including 
Politics and Sociology, Law, Criminology, 
Medicine, History, English, and many others.
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Law
A level

Mathematics
A level 

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
Specification: 8MA0
Course Leader: Mr B Mills
Contact Email: bmills@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study? Entry Requirements

Students require a Grade 7 or above in GCSE 
Higher Mathematics.

Assessment
Paper 1 – Core Mathematics, 2hrs,  
33.3% of qualification
Paper 2 – Core Mathematics, 2hrs,  
33.3% of qualification
Paper 3 – Statistics and Mechanics, 2hrs, 
33.3% of qualification

Where Next?
Degree courses that benefit from A level 
Mathematics include Economics, Medicine, 
Architecture, Engineering, Accountancy, 
Teaching, Psychology, Physics and IT. 
Researchers at the London School of 
Economics have recently found that people who 
have studied Mathematics can expect to earn 
up to 11% more than their colleagues.

Proof Section A: Statistics

Algebra and 
functions 

Statistical sampling 

Coordinate 
geometry in the  
(x, y) plane 

Data presentation 
and interpretation

Sequences  
and series 

Probability 

Trigonometry Statistical 
distributions 

Exponentials  
and logarithms

Statistical 
hypothesis testing 

Differentiation Section B: 
Mechanics 

Integration Quantities and  
units in mechanics 

Numerical methods Kinematics

Vectors Forces and 
Newton’s laws 

Moments

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7162
Course Leader: Mr C Howe
Contact Email: chowe@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The course provides a good grounding in the 
legal system, the legal profession and concepts 
of liability in crime and tort and in forming a 
contract. This means that you will know how 
the legal system works and have opportunities 
to apply concepts of liability and case law in 
contract, crime and tort. 

The study of Law at A level will include 
offences, such as murder, manslaughter and 
non-fatal offences, Torts against property, 
contract and consumer rights and the 
philosophy of law. This will enable students to 
develop their analytical and critical thinking 
skills. Studying Law develops students’ 
problem solving skills through the application 
of legal rules, together with an understanding 
of legal method and reasoning. These skills 
provide excellent preparation for those 
students who wish to progress to degree level 
study or pursue a wide range of careers.

Entry Requirements
Students should achieve a Grade 5 at GCSE 
English and also in at least one source-based 
subject i.e. Humanities.

Assessment
There are three units and each is assessed by 
external exam. Exams will take the form of 
application of legal theory illustrated by cases.

Where Next?
Students could go on to take a degree 
course in Law, History, English, Sociology, 
Criminology, Business, Politics, Government 
and Accounting, and Economics, or 
alternatively take advantage of fast-track 
Policing programmes.

Please note
A variety of teaching and learning methods 
are used including trips to court and 
Parliament as well as outside speakers in  
order to make the learning fun and real.
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Mathematics, Further
A level

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel 
Specification: 9FM0
Course Leader: Mr B Mills
Contact Email: bmills@tgschool.net

What Will I Study? Entry Requirements
Students require a level 7 or above at GCSE 
Higher Mathematics.

Assessment
Paper 1 – Core Pure Mathematics 1,  
1hr 30min, 25% of qualification
Paper 2 – Core Pure Mathematics 2,  
1hr 30min, 25% of qualification
Paper 3 – Decision 1, 1hr 30min,  
25% of qualification
Paper 4 – Decision 2, 1hr 30min,  
25% of qualification

Where Next?
Degree courses that benefit from A level 
Further Mathematics include Economics, 
Medicine, Architecture, Engineering, 
Accountancy, Teaching, Psychology, Physics 
and IT. Researchers at the London School of 
Economics have recently found that people 
who have studied Mathematics can expect to 
earn up to 11% more than their colleagues.

Proof Algorithms and 
graph theory

Complex numbers Algorithms on 
graphs

Matrices Critical path 
analysis

Further algebra  
and functions

Linear 
programming

Further calculus Allocation 
(assignment) 
problems

Further vectors Flows in networks

Polar coordinates Dynamic 
programming

Hyperbolic 
functions

Game theory

Differential 
equations

Decision analysis

Music
A level

Examination Board: Eduqas
Specification: 9MU0 
Course Leader: Mr N Reynolds
Contact Email: nreynolds@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
There are three areas of study: 

Area of study A: The Western Classical 
Tradition (The Development of the 
Symphony 1750-1900) which includes two 
set works. Choose one set work for detailed 
analysis and the other for general study. 
• Symphony No. 104 in D major,  

‘London’: Haydn 
• Symphony No. 4 in A major,  

‘Italian’: Mendelssohn 

A choice of one area of study from: 
Area of study B: Rock and Pop 
Area of study C: Musical Theatre 
Area of study D: Jazz

A choice of one area of study from: 
Area of study E: Into the Twentieth Century 
including two set works: 
• Trio for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano, 

Movement II: Poulenc 
• Three Nocturnes, Number 1, Nuages: 

Debussy 
Area of study F: Into the Twenty-first 
Century including two set works: 
• Asyla, Movement 3, Ecstasio: Thomas 

Adès 
• String Quartet No. 2 (Opus California) 

Movements 1 (Boardwalk) and 4 (Natural 
Bridges): Sally Beamish 

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above at GCSE 
Music, and approximately Grade 5 standard 
on their instrument or voice. 

Assessment
Component 1: Performing
Option A: Total duration of performances: 
10-12 minutes at 35% of qualification 
Option B: Total duration of performances: 
6-8 minutes at 25% of qualification 

Component 2: Composition
Option A: Total duration of compositions: 
4-6 minutes at 25% of qualification 
Option B: Total duration of compositions: 
8-10 minutes at 35% of qualification

Component 3: Appraising 40%  
(Listening Exam)
Likely exam questions based on ‘Areas  
of Studies’
• Set work analysis with a score 
• Extended responses on wider context 
• Unprepared extracts of music with and 

without a score 
• Comparison questions: This component 

includes a listening examination.  

Where Next?
With a Music A level, you give yourself greater 
chances of working in the ‘music industry’.  
Anything from being a professional composer 
or performer to working on projects in the arts 
and education.
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Physics
A level

Examination Board: AQA 
Specification: 7408 
Course Leader: Mr G Bradley
Contact Email: gbradley@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Physics is at the forefront of our everyday 
lives and is constantly expanding human 
understanding of the world in which we 
live. It is a subject which underlies the 
everyday functioning of the physical world 
and mastery of the topics and skills allow 
a deep understanding of the intricate 
interconnectivity of the Universe.

Year 1
• Measurements and their errors
• Particles and radiation
• Waves
• Mechanics and materials
• Electricity

In Year 2 the students will also study the 
following three units and one additional unit 
from the options below which will be jointly 
agreed between the teachers and the cohort.

Year 2
• Further mechanics and thermal physics
• Fields and their consequences
• Nuclear physics

Optional Units:
• Astrophysics
• Medical physics
• Engineering physics
• Turning points in physics
• Electronics

Throughout the two years of the course 
students will be required to complete a 
number of specified practical assessments  
and will be assessed on their laboratory 
skills, as well as examination questions in 
the Year 2 exams, based on the practicals 
students have performed.

Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in Physics, as well as a Grade 5 in 
GCSE Mathematics.

Assessment
100% Examination. There are three exams at 
the end of Year 2 (each worth 34%, 34% and 
32% of the qualification respectively).

Where Next?
Physics A level is a highly sought after 
qualification and is applicable to many higher 
education courses. It is an excellent A level to 
have if you are intending to pursue a career in 
any type of engineering, telecommunications, 
medical physics, research, or manufacturing, 
and is widely accepted in apparently 
unrelated disciplines such as banking,  
finance and insurance, to name but a few.

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7241/X
Course Leader: Mr E Clark
Contact Email: eclark@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study?
A level Photography explores many of the 
techniques, processes and concepts behind 
traditional chemical and modern digital 
photography. The course gives students a 
range of skills, the ability to think in depth 
about the concepts and ideas underpinning 
the work of photographers and a critical 
approach towards the presentation and 
quality of their own photography.

During year 12 students develop their 
ability to use techniques and processes 
through intense periods of experimentation, 
guided by in depth research into a variety 
of photographic starting points. There are 
two portfolio projects in the autumn term, 
exploring chemical processes and portraiture.

In the second term of year 12, students 
begin the ‘Personal Investigation’ component 
in which they apply the skills they have 
developed through an independently designed 
project, which combines practical and written 
elements. In year 13 the students complete an 
externally set (exam) project which comprises 
40% of the overall assessment.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above in GCSE 
Art and Design or Photography and a Grade 
5 in GCSE Science.

Assessment
Formative assessment takes place throughout 
the course with feedback, group critiques and 
learning conversations used to drive progress. 
The exam takes place at the end of Year 13 
and is externally moderated by AQA.

Where Next?
A level Art and Design can be used as a 
bridge to further education courses such as 
ND, HND or Foundation Art and Design 
or higher education courses such as degrees 
in various disciplines of art; such as fine art, 
illustration and so forth. It is also an excellent 
grounding in practical skills which can lead to 
work-based learning and internships.

Photogr aphy
A level 
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Psychology
A level

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7182
Course Leader: Mrs K Smith / Mrs V Hendry
Contact Email: ksmith@tgschool.net / vhendry@tgschool.net 

What Will I Study?
Paper 1: Memory, Attachment & Social 
Influence, Psychopathology You will learn how 
your and other peoples’ memory work, as well 
as just how fallible your memory is and what 
can influence its accuracy. You will study how 
the attachments you make throughout your life 
are formed and how they might influence your 
adult relationships. Finally, you will examine 
the more social aspects of psychology (like 
obedience and conformity) as well as looking 
at how different psychological perspectives 
account for and treat abnormal behaviour such 
as phobias, depression and OCD. 

Paper 2: Approaches in Psychology, 
Biopsychology, Research Methods. In this 
unit you will learn about the approaches to 
psychology including cognitive, biological, 
psychodynamic and behaviourism and 
humanistic. You will also study how different 
areas of the brain may control behaviours 
and what happens when we remove half our 
brain! The final topic in this paper is research 
methods which will also be assessed in Paper 
1 and Paper 3. 

Paper 3: Gender, Schizophrenia, Addiction 
& Issues and Debates in Psychology 
Throughout this unit you will examine 
different psychological explanations of the 
diagnosis and treatment of schizophrenia as 
well as the psychology of addiction applied 
to smoking and gambling behaviours. In the 
gender topic you will study how our different 
psychologists believe gender may develop and 
how the media can influence this. You will 

also look in detail at the issues of gender bias/
cultural bias, the debates of nature versus 
nurture, free will versus determinism, and 
reductionism versus holism.

Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved five GCSEs at 
grades 9-5 including a Grade 5 or above in 
English, Maths and Science and a Grade 6 in 
Psychology if taken at GCSE.

Assessment
There are three 2hour exams, each worth 96 
marks and 33.3% of the final A level grade. 
Each exam will include multiple choice, 
short answer and extended writing up to a 
16 mark essay. All exams will be taken in the 
summer of your second year. There will also 
be questions accounting for up to 10% of the 
marks allocated to Mathematical Skills.

Where Next?
Psychology is a discipline widely studied 
at university and postgraduate level. After 
completing a Psychology degree, you can 
go on to careers in fields such as teaching, 
criminology, the police and armed forces as 
well as the medical profession or clinical/
occupational psychology.

Examination Board: WJEC
Specification: 9080
Course Leader: Mr C Ellis
Contact Email: cellis@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study?
Product Design is intended to be of interest 
to a wide range of candidates, including 
those intending to directly follow a higher 
education course or career in Design and 
Technology or an associated area.

The course builds upon the knowledge, 
understanding and skills established by the 
National Curriculum and GCSE, whilst at 
the same time accommodating the needs of 
candidates who have not studied Design and 
Technology at GCSE.

It promotes progression and provides a 
suitable foundation for the study of Design 
and Technology, or a related area of study 
at higher education and/or preparation for 
future employment and the world of work.

There are opportunities for candidates to 
gain a broad understanding of the skills and 
knowledge inherent in Design and Technology 
and to specialise in one focus area.

Product Design encourages candidates to 
develop their critical thinking, to see the 
relationships between designer, manufacturer 
and user and to perceive Design and 
Technology within the world in which  
we live.

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Design & Technology. 
Students studying BTEC or Cambridge 
National Engineering need a Level 2 Merit  
or above to be considered.

Assessment
Component 1: Design and Technology in the 
21st Century. Written examination: 3 hours. 
The examination includes a mix of structured 
and extended writing questions assessing 
learners’ knowledge and understanding of 
technical principles / designing and making 
principles along with their ability to analyse 
and evaluate design decisions and wider 
issues in design and technology. 

Component 2: Design and make project. 
Non-exam assessment: 80 hours, 50% of 
qualification. A sustained design and make 
project, based on a brief developed by the 
candidate, assessing the candidate’s ability 
to identify, investigate and outline design 
possibilities / design and make prototypes  
/ analyse and evaluate design decisions  
and wider issues in design and technology.  
The design and make project will be based 
within the same endorsed area as the  
written examination. 

Where Next?
A degree in the following areas:  
Product Design, Graphics, Illustration, 
Architecture, etc.

Product Design
A level 
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Sociology
A level

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 2190
Course Leader: Dr C Talbot 
Contact Email: ctalbot@tgschool.net 

What Will I Study?
Unit 1: (a) Culture and Identity - You will 
learn how culture and subcultures have 
shaped the nature of society. The course also 
examines how identify relates to socialization, 
how the self is seen in terms of disability, 
gender, nationality, sexuality and social class. 
You will also consider the effects of leisure 
and consumption upon identity. 
(b) Global Development - This unit is focused 
on the globalisation of culture and the 
development of societies within the global 
community. You will examine different 
theories of development, underdevelopment 
and global inequality.

Unit 2: Education with theory and research 
methods - You will learn about the role of the 
education system and why certain groups do 
better or worse than each other in terms of 
performance. You will examine some of the 
hidden processes than go on in the classroom 
concerning roles: regulating behaviour and 
teacher student relationships.

Unit 3: Crime and Deviance with theory and 
methods - Throughout this unit of the course 
you will examine different sociological 
explanations of the social distribution of 
crime between social class, gender, ethnicity 
and age. You will look at crime control, 
prevention, punishment and the role of the 
criminal justice system.

Why Choose Sociology? 
Sociology asks searching questions about the 
world ranging from ‘how did you become 
you?’, ‘why do some children fail in school, 
and some succeed?’, ‘what causes crime, 
and can we ever eradicate?’, to ‘what are the 
global causes of the environmental crisis?’.  
By asking challenging questions sociology 
seeks to reveal that which is hidden.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 in English and 
Maths. Reading and informal discussion are 
an essential part of the course.

Assessment
Written examination: Three papers of  
2 hours each.

Where Next?
Sociology is a discipline widely studied at 
university and post graduate level. After 
completing a Sociology degree, you can go on 
to careers in fields such as law, criminology, 
social services, teaching and social research.

Examination Board: OCR
Specification: H573 A
Course Leader: Mrs J Wood
Contact Email: jwood@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study?
1: Philosophy of Religion
• Arguments about the existence or non-

existence of God. 
• What is a ‘Religious Experience’ and how 

may it affect a person? 
• How may evil and suffering challenge 

religious belief?
• The nature of the soul, mind and body. 
• The possibility of whether there is a life 

after death.
• Ideas about the nature of God. 
• Issues in the meaning and use of  

religious language.

2: Ethics and Religion
• Different forms of ethical theories on how 

to determine how we should act.
• Applying these ethical theories to 

euthanasia and business ethics. 
• Reflecting on ethical language and thought.
• Debates surrounding the significant ideas 

of conscience and free will. 
• The influence on ethical thought of 

developments in religious beliefs and the 
philosophy of religion. 

• Application of these theories to sexual ethics.

3: Developments Christian Thought
• Religious beliefs, values and teachings, 

their interconnections and how they vary 
historically and in the contemporary world.

• Sources of religious wisdom and authority. 
• Practices which shape and express  

religious identity, and how these vary 
within a tradition.

• Significant social and historical developments 
in theology and religious thought.

• Key themes related to the relationship 
between religion and society.

Entry Requirements
Students require at least five GCSEs at Grade 
9-5. A Grade 5 or above in Religious Studies 
is also recommended.

Assessment
Three externally assessed exams sat at the 
end of Year 13. Each exam is two hours long 
and is worth 1/3 of the overall mark. Each 
exam requires students to complete three 
essays from a choice of four.

Where Next?
It is a fully recognised qualification by all 
universities. A level Philosophy and Ethics 
links well to future undergraduate courses, 
such as: Law, Psychology, Education, 
Philosophy, Literature, Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics (PPE) - to name just a few. As 
a stand-alone qualification it is particularly 
useful for students considering future careers 
in law, medicine, public services, the police, 
NHS, teaching and the armed services.

Why Choose Religion, Philosophy & Ethics?
Philosophy & Ethics will stimulate and 
challenge you. It is an excellent choice for 
students who have lots of opinions, are able 
to express them and are thoughtful, and 
critical, of views that they may disagree with. 
Current full course students of Philosophy 
are strongly recommended to pursue the 
subject further by taking this A level.

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics
A level 
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Vocational 
Qualifications

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7692
Course Leaders: Mrs L Hurtado-Read 
Contact Emails: lhurtado-read@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study? 
Aspects of Hispanic society: Modern and 
traditional values, Cyberspace, Equal rights.

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society: 
Immigration, Racism, Integration

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world: 
Modern day idols, Spanish regional identity, 
Cultural heritage.

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic 
world: Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens, 
Monarchies and dictatorships, Popular 
movement.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above at 
GCSE Spanish, or substantial experience 
of speaking the language either at home or 
while living abroad.

Assessment
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation
Paper 2: Written response to works – based 
on the study of a film and a literary work
Paper 3: Oral (discussion of an issue and 
research-based project)

Where Next?
A wide range of careers where a language 
is a useful extra such as accounting, public 
relations, journalism, advertising, law, 
international marketing, administration and 
many more in this increasingly global world. 
In addition, more traditional language routes 
include translating. As part of your course you 
will be able to do a work experience placement 
in Spain, during that time you will live with a 
family and work in area of your interest.

Please note
During this course you will read and listen 
to authentic Spanish language materials 
and will study aspects of the contemporary 
society, cultural background and heritage 
of a country where Spanish is spoken. You 
will have opportunities to develop your 
understanding and awareness of spiritual, 
moral, ethical, environmental, health and 
European issues.

Spanish
A level 
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Examination Board: Edexcel
Course Leader: Mr K Gault
Contact Email: kgault@tgschool.net
 
What Will I Study?
Year 1: 
• Exploring business - (Internal assessment – 

90 guided learning hours – 70 marks).
• Business environment, organisations, 

structures and stakeholders and the 
markets they inhabit. 

• Personal and business finance - External  
(2 hour exam – 120 guided learning hours 
– 100 marks).

• Accounting processes and principles 
for both personal and business finance 
and evaluating business accounts and 
documentation. 

Year 2: 
• Developing a marketing campaign - 

External (3 hour supervised assessment – 
90 guided learning hours – 70 marks).

• Markets, market research, market 
segmentation and techniques such as 
marketing mix.

• Recruitment and selection process - 
(Internal assessment – 60 guided learning 
hours- 50 marks).

• The recruitment process, through from 
application to shortlisting, interviews  
and selection.

Qualifications
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate 
equivalent to one A level.

Entry Requirements
Students should have five GCSEs Grades 9-5 
including English and Maths. 

Assessment
During Year 1 you will complete three pieces 
of coursework and complete an external 
exam on Personal and Business Finance.  
The assessment in Year 2 consists of 
two further pieces of coursework and an 
externally marked controlled assessment 
about marketing.

Where Next?
Business Studies can provide you with the 
knowledge and skills which will support you 
in a variety of careers as we live in a global 
and commercialised society. The study of 
Business is compatible with areas such as 
finance, banking, accounting and marketing 
and not just for entrepreneurs who wish to 
set up their own business.

Please Note
Some assessments in Business are through 
written assignments so this will aid you in 
developing your ability to write clearly and 
succinctly. The coursework requirements 
encourage much evaluation and analysis of 
subject knowledge and particular business 
scenarios. Exam units encourage recall and 
application of the knowledge gained in class. 
This will develop important thinking skills and 
provide a greater understanding of processes in 
businesses as well as personal interaction.

Business Studies
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate

Examination Board: WJEC 
Course Leader: Mrs V Hendry/ Miss G Forster 
Course Contact: gforster@tgschool.net 

What Will I Study?
The course is made up of 4 mandatory units: 
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 
The first mandatory unit will enable the 
learner to demonstrate understanding 
of different types of crime, influences on 
perceptions of crime and why some crimes 
are unreported. 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories 
The second mandatory unit will allow 
learners to gain an understanding of why 
people commit crime, drawing on what they 
have learned in Unit 1. 

Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom 
The third mandatory unit will provide an 
understanding of the criminal justice system 
from the moment a crime has been identified 
to the verdict. Learners will develop the 
understanding and skills needed to examine 
information in order to review the justice of 
verdicts in criminal cases. 

Unit 4: Crime and Punishment 
In the final mandatory unit, learners will 
apply their understanding of the awareness 
of criminality, criminological theories and 
the process of bringing an accused to court 
in order to evaluate the effectiveness of social 
control to deliver criminal justice policy. 

Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in English Language ad English 
Literature 

Assessment
Year 1 assessments
Unit 1: Internal controlled assessment (8 hours) 
Unit 2: External examination (one and a half 
hours) 
Year 2 assessments
Unit 3: Internal controlled assessment (8 hours)
Unit 4: External examination (one and a half 
hours)

Where Next?
The main purpose of the WJEC Level 3 
Applied Diploma in Criminology is to use 
the qualification to support access to higher 
education degree courses, such as: 
• BSc (Hons) Criminology and Psychology 
• LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology 
• BA (Hons) Criminology and Sociology 
• BA (Hons) Criminology 
• BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology 
• BSc Criminology with Law 

Alternatively, the qualification allows 
learners to gain the required understanding 
and skills to be able to consider employment 
within some aspects of the criminal justice 
system, e.g. the National Probation Service, 
the Courts and Tribunals Service or the 
National Offender Management Service. 

Criminology
Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology 
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Dance
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate or Diploma 

Course Leader: Ms S Vince
Contact Email: svince@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media 
have been developed to meet the changing 
needs of the sector, and prepare students for 
the challenges they’ll face in Higher Education 
or employment. Designed in collaboration 
with experts spanning the breadth of the 
sector, the Cambridge Technicals in Digital 
Media focuses on the skills, knowledge 
and understanding that today’s universities 
and employers demand. Students will apply 
practical skills and knowledge in preparation 
for further study or the workplace. 

Students will develop professional and social 
skills through interaction with performers, 
clients and peers; as well as theoretical and 
technical knowledge and understanding to 
underpin these skills. This will allow their 
creativity and flair to be harnessed in the 
design and production of media products used 
within the industry. Students will develop 
conceptual ideas, and visualise these all the way 
through the production cycle; from planning 
and pre-production right through to editing, 
post-production and presentation of products. 
They’ll also learn how to analyse target 
audience requirements, research market demand 
and bring a media concept alive working in line 
with legal and regulatory requirements, in a safe 
and effective way, protecting themselves and 
those they’re working with from injury or harm. 
Students will also gain an understanding of 
how different businesses and organisations in 
the media sector work. 

Unit 1: Media products and audiences 
Unit 2: Pre-production and planning 
Unit 21: Plan and deliver a pitch for a media 
product

Unit 3: Create a media product
Unit 20: Advertising Media
Unit 23: Create a personal media profile 

Qualifications
OCR Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended 
Certificate (360 GLH)

Entry Requirements
Students must have achieved 5 GCSEs at 
grades 9-5. English Language and Maths at  
a grade 5 is desirable. 

Assessment
Final Grades awarded are Distinction* (9), 
Distinction (8), Merit (4) and Pass (2). 
UCAS points are available for this 
qualification. Assessment is 50% coursework 
portfolio based, which is subject to internal 
assessment, followed by a visiting external 
moderator to verify the assessment. The other 
50% is externally assessed. 

Where Next?
Progression to further qualifications, such as 
HNDs or degrees in media related subjects, is 
a likely route. Alternatively, this qualification 
is designed to enable candidates to enter 
employment at a trainee level.

Please Note
This is a vocational course, which reflects the 
rigours and working roles in the world of the 
creative media industry. As in this industry, 
analysis, planning, design and creative work 
requires a great deal of commitment and the 
ability to meet deadlines. This course is ideally 
suited to organised and productive students.

Digital Media
OCR Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate

Examination Board: Pearson 
Course Leader: Mr L Ashworth 
Contact Email: lashworth@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Extended Certificate in Dance
360 GLH equivalent in size to one A level. 
The course is comprised of four units, three 
are mandatory and one is optional.

Mandatory
Unit 1: Investigating Practitioner’s work
Unit 2: Developing Skills for Live 

Performance
Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop

Optional Units  
(Dependent on cohort’s strengths/ interests):
Unit 10: Jazz Dance
Unit 12: Contemporary Dance 

Diploma in Dance
720 Guided learning hours. Equivalent in 
size to two A levels. The course is comprised 
of eight units, six are mandatory and two 
are optional. In addition to the Extended 
Certificate units, students will study:

Mandatory
Unit 4: Performing Arts in the Community
Unit 5: Individual Performance Commission
Unit 6: Final Live Performance

Optional Units  
(Dependent on cohort’s strengths/ interests):
Unit 8: Classical Ballet Technique
Unit 9: Tap Dance
Unit 13: Healthy Dancer
Unit 21: Improvisation 

Entry Requirements
• GCSE Dance Grade 5 or above/BTEC 

Level 2 Performing Arts Merit or above
• GCSE English Grade 4 and GCSE Maths 

Grade 4

Assessment
The course is assessed through a range 
of assessment types and styles suited to 
vocational qualifications in the sector.  
There are two main forms of assessment: 
internal and external. Most units are 
internally assessed and subject to external 
standards verification. The styles of external 
assessment are examination and set tasks. 
Emphasis is on practical assessment along 
with written coursework.

Where Next?
The BTEC Dance courses can lead to a 
range of higher educational training routes, 
whether that is further vocational training 
at a conservatoire specialising in Dance or 
a university. BTEC’s in Dance are widely 
regarded by these institutions as equipping 
students with relevant practical skills.  
They provide excellent progression in to 
higher education because of their application 
to the real world. 
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Engineering
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate 

Food Science & Nutrition
Level 3 Applied Diploma

Examination Board: Pearson
Course Leader: Miss J Armstrong 
Contact Email: jarmstrong@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
The course is divided into the areas of 
Engineering, Engineering Principles, 
Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as 
a Team, Engineering Product Design and 
Manufacture and one other module decided 
on the merit and skills of the cohort. 

A course for students who are interested in  
Engineering. This approach will cover practical,  
applied Engineering, with an introduction to 
the sector as a career and a future. 

Engineering Principles
Works with prior GCSE knowledge of 
mathematical and scientific principles to solve 
engineering-based problems. The knowledge 
is extended through an introduction of 
early engineering scientists such as Newton, 
Young and Faraday and the principles they 
developed. The problems you encounter will be 
mathematical and scientific based giving you a 
strong foundation to support with any further 
study or work within the Engineering Sector. 

Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely  
as a Team
Investigation into how processes are 
undertaken safely. Completed as a team to 
create engineering products or to deliver 
an engineering service safely. Common 
engineering processes such as Health and Safety 
legislation, regulation that apply to common 
processes and the impact of human error. 
In addition, Principles such as engineering 
drawing and computer aided drawing skills as 
well as working in a team to apply the skills 
mentioned in a problem-solving activity. 

This Unit will be assessed through a series 
of internal assessments such as reports and 
practical activities.

Engineering Product Design and Manufacture
The design of products come from need and 
opportunity and this module will allow creative 
skills and technical knowledge to discover 
new designs or improvement within current 
designs of Engineering products. With a focus 
on removing safety risks and looking at the 
triggers of change this module covers a wide 
range of design and implementation aspects. 

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 in GCSE Maths 
from a higher paper and Grade 5 in Product 
Design, or a Merit/Distinction in Engineering.

Assessment 
• 1 x 2 hour exam on Engineering Principles.
• 1 x Set Task on Product Design and 

Manufacture, completed under supervised 
conditions over 8 hours.

Where Next?
This course allows you to apply for entry 
level technician jobs as well as moving on to 
further education in the Engineering Sector. 

If you are not sold on moving into 
Engineering, having the technical knowledge 
for a design programme may stand you apart 
from the crowd.

Examination Board: WJEC 
Course Leader: Mrs T Hunt
Contact Email: thunt@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Units 1 & 2 are mandatory; the school will 
decide on the most appropriate optional unit. 

Unit 1 - The purpose of this unit is for 
learners to develop an understanding of the 
nutritional needs of specific target groups  
and to plan and cook complex dishes to  
meet their nutritional needs.

Unit 2 - Ensuring food is safe to eat. 
(Externally assessed; this is an 8 hour  
timed assessment.)

Unit 3 (Optional) - The aim of this unit is 
for learners to use their understanding of 
the properties of food in order to plan and 
carry out experiments. The results of the 
experiments would be used to solve food 
production problems. 

Unit 4 (Optional) - This unit develops skills 
in planning, carrying out and presenting a 
research project on current issues related to 
food science and nutrition. This could be 
from the perspective of a consumer, food 
manufacturer, caterer or policy-maker. 

Entry Requirements
Students require a GCSE Food Nutrition and 
Preparation Grade 5 (not Food Technology).

General 
Learners will have gained an in depth 
understanding of food science and nutrition, 
on the lives of individuals and on society 
today. They will be able to identify hazards, 
reduce risks and produce food to meet the 
nutritional requirements of individuals. This 
will involve practical work and analysis of 
the results. Learners will draw on a range 
of skills, research, planning, analysis, 
evaluation and drawing conclusions from 
findings. Learners will be able to identify and 
transfer accurately in depth knowledge and 
understanding from one task to another. 

Where Next?
Careers such as: dietician, nutritionist, food 
scientist, product manager, environmental 
health officer, Department of Health, schools 
& local community advisor, home economist 
for TV programmes, scientist for the Food 
Standards Agency, supermarket food buyer, 
food and nutrition teacher, private catering, 
dietetics nutritionist, food scientist, food 
technologist, product manager, sales and 
marketing. 

Further studies could include, degrees in Food 
& Nutrition, Human Nutrition, Public Health 
Nutrition, Food Science & Technology. 
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Forensic Science
BTEC National Level 3 Foundation Diploma 

Health & Social Care
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate or Diploma 

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
Course Leader: Mrs J Power
Contact Email: jpower@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care:
(360 GLH) Equivalent in size to one A level. 
Four units of which three are mandatory and 
two are external. Mandatory content (83%). 
External assessment (58%).
Mandatory and External:
• Unit 1 - Human Lifespan Development 
• Unit 2 - Working in Health and Social Care 
Mandatory and Internal:
• Unit 5 - Meeting Individual Care and 

Support Needs 
Optional and Internal:
• Unit14 - Physiological Disorders and their Care 

Diploma in Health and Social Care:
(720 GLH) Equivalent in size to two A levels. 
Eight units of which six are mandatory and 
three are external. Mandatory content (83%). 
External assessment (46%).
Mandatory and External:
• Unit 1 - Human Lifespan Development 
• Unit 2 - Working in Health and Social Care 
• Unit 4 - Enquiries into Current Research in 

Health and Social Care 
Mandatory and Internal:
• Unit 5 - Meeting Individual Care and 

Support Needs 
• Unit 7 - Principles of Safe Practice in 

Health and Social Care 
• Unit 8 - Promoting Public Health 
Optional and Internal:
• Unit 12 - Supporting Individuals with 

Additional Needs 
• Unit 14 - Physiological Disorders and  

their Care 

Entry Requirements
• BTEC Merit- Level 2 from H&SC,  

Science and PE
• GCSE English Grade 5, Maths Grade 4
• 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above or BTEC 

equivalent

Assessment
The course is assessed through a range of 
assessment types and styles suited to vocational 
qualifications in the sector. There are three 
main forms of assessment: internal, external 
and synoptic. Most units are internally 
assessed and subject to external standards 
verification. The styles of external assessment 
are examination and set tasks. Synoptic 
assessment requires learners to demonstrate 
that they can identify and use effectively (in 
an integrated way) an appropriate selection 
of skills, techniques, concepts, theories and 
knowledge from across the whole sector as 
relevant to a key task. Synoptic units may be 
internally or externally assessed.

Where Next?
The health and social care sector is a major 
employer of almost 4 million people in 
the UK, many of whom are highly skilled. 
Almost 1.7 million job openings are expected 
over the period to 2020. It also makes a 
vital contribution to all other aspects of the 
economy and society by creating a healthy 
and productive workforce and by caring 
for the ageing and the vulnerable. Services 
provided by the sector will touch every 
individual and family in the UK. 
The BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and 
Social Care prepares learners to become 
occupationally ready to take up employment. 

Examination Board: Pearson
Course Leader: Mr A Cameron
Contact Email: acameron@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Students will study six units over two years 
to obtain a Foundation Diploma in Forensic 
Investigation. There are four mandatory units 
and two optional units from a choice of six.

Mandatory units:
• Unit 1: Principles and Applications of 

Science I (Externally assessed)
• Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and 

Techniques (Internally assessed)
• Unit 3: Science Investigations Skills 

(Externally assessed)
• Unit 4: Forensic Investigation Procedures 

in Practice (Internally assessed)

Optional units – choose two:
• Unit 8: Physiology of Human Body Systems
• Unit 9: Environmental Forensics 
• Unit 10: Forensic Fire Investigation
• Unit 11: Forensic Traffic Collision 

Investigation
• Unit 12: Forensic Photography
• Unit 13: Forensic Genetics

Qualifications
BTEC Level 3 Foundation in Diploma  
in Forensic Investigation, equivalent to  
1.5 A levels.

Entry Requirements
Students require at least a Grade 5 in  
GCSE Science. 

Assessment
The course is assessed through a mix of 
externally and internally assessed units, 
some involving written examination, 
some practical investigations and some 
assignments. The examination board will 
moderate a sample of learner work to verify 
standards, or there may be a visit to observe 
students and their work.

Where Next?
A BTEC in Forensic Science is designed to 
lead into a variety of courses or employment, 
including nursing and healthcare, 
environmental or forensic science courses – but 
check with specific higher education providers.
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Information Technology
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate

Examination Board: RSL
Specification: RSL Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma for Music Practitioners
Course Leader: Mr N Reynolds
Contact Email: nreynolds@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
RSL qualifications are designed to develop 
knowledge, skills and understanding in a 
vocational context.

RSL courses allow students to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding in a 
variety of ways. Practical experiments, 
presentations, performance and written 
coursework are all used as evidence and 
determine the final grade. This enables 
practical, interesting and varied learning  
and our students often excel.

RSL qualifications also provide the 
opportunity to develop a wide range 
of transferable skills including time 
management, organisation, research, 
presentation skills and working  
with others.

Entry Requirements
Students require a Grade 5 or above  
at GCSE Music, or a Merit or above in  
a BTEC or RSL Level 2.

Assessment
Assessments are made throughout the  
course and are linked to specific units.

Where Next?
A Music course such as this prepares you  
with the skills required for a vocation in the 
Music Industry along with specifics in how  
to plan for a career in music. This offers 
students the potential to become Music 
Producers, Recording Engineers, Composers, 
Front of House Sound Engineers, Health and 
Safety Officers and working as a Technician  
for touring musicians.

Examination Board: Pearson
Course Leader: Mr J Partrick
Contact Email: jpartrick@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Unit 1: Information Systems (Externally 
Assessed) 
Learners study the role of computer systems 
and the implications of their use in personal 
and professional situations.

Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage 
Information (Externally Assessed) 
Learners study the design, creation, testing 
and evaluation of a relational database 
system to manage information.

Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business 
(Internally Assessed) 
Learners explore how businesses use social 
media to promote their products and services. 
Learners also implement social media 
activities in a business to meet requirements.

Unit 6: Website Development (Internally 
Assessed) 
Learners investigate website development 
principles and they design and develop a 
website.

Qualifications
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 
in Information Technology, equivalent to one 
A level.

Entry Requirements
Students require five GCSEs at 9-5 including 
English, Maths and Science. GCSE Computer 
Science Grade 4 and above for Computing 
and GCSE ICT Grade 4 and above for 
Information Technology. 

Assessment
Written exam – Externally assessed
Controlled Assessment – Externally assessed
Coursework Assignments – Set and marked 
by Thomas Gainsborough School.

Where Next?
University to study courses such as:
• Business Information Technology
• Business Computing and IT
• Computing Forensics
• Digital Technology Solutions
• Computer Hardware and Software 

Engineering
• Digital Technology Innovation
• Computer and Cyber Forensics

Alternatively, you have acquired skills to 
support you in many future careers, such as:
• IT consultant
• Cloud Architect
• Computer Forensic Investigator
• Health IT Specialist
• Mobile Application Developer
• Web Developer
• Software Engineer
• Information Technology Vendor Manager
• Data Modeller
• Geospatial Professional
• Cyber Security Analyst
• Game Developer
• IT Trainer
• Information Systems Manager 

Music
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
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Sport
BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate or Diploma in Sport

What Will I Study?
The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in 
Sport is intended as an Applied General 
qualification, equivalent in size to two A 
levels. It has been designed as part of a two-
year programme, normally in conjunction 
with one or more qualifications at Level 
3. This qualification is aimed at learners 
looking to progress to higher education in 
this sector.

The course will consist of nine units of 
which six are mandatory and three are 
external. We will be covering a wide variety 
of units across many subject areas in Sport. 
The three external mandatory units will 
involve understanding the Anatomy and 
Physiology of the human body, fitness 
training and programming for health, 
sport and well-being, and investigating 
business in the sport and active leisure 
industry. Within these units, you will be 
expected to learn the content and apply this 
knowledge to a traditional exam style paper. 
The remaining three mandatory units will 
require you to understand skill acquisition 
in sport, professional development in the 
sports industry and sports leadership. Once 
you have understood this content, you 
will be required to apply this to a written 
assignment, which will be marked internally. 

From the remaining three units, you will 
learn about a variety of other areas in 
sport, for example, sports psychology, 
practical sports performance and sport event 
organising, to name a few. These will also 
be assessed in an assignment form which is 
marked internally. 

Where Next?
Sport and leisure industry, for example, 
sports centre manager, gym instructor, 
coaching, leisure assistant. 

Higher education courses, for example, 
attending university and studying courses 
like Sports Science, Hons Sports Coaching, 
Sports Psychology, Teacher of Physical 
Education (QTS), Strength and Conditioning, 
Sports Media, Sports Journalism.

Sport
BTEC National Level 3 Diploma in Sport

Examination Board: Pearson
Course Leader: Mr B Richards / Miss V Brownsell
Course Contact: brichards@tgschool.net / vbrownsell@tgschool.net

What Will I Study?
Four units, of which three are mandatory and 
two are externally set units.

Mandatory Units: 
• Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology 

(externally assessed)
• Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming 

for Health, Sport and Well-being 
(externally assessed)

• Unit 3: Professional Development in the 
Sports Industry 

Optional Units:
• Unit 4: Sports Leadership 
• Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing 
• Unit 6: Sports Psychology 
• Unit 7: Practical Sports Performance

Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved a Merit in 
Level 2 BTEC in Sport, Grade 5 or above in 
GCSE PE.

Assessment
Units will be assessed through one of three 
methods:
Assignment - Set and marked internally 
by Thomas Gainsborough School, then a 
sample will be sent to the exam board for 
standardising.
Task - Set and marked by Pearson, the exam 
board.
Written Exam - Set and marked by Pearson, 
the exam board.

Where Next?
This qualification is primarily designed to 
support progression to employment after 
further study at university. However, it also 
supports learners who choose to progress 
directly to employment, as the transferable 
knowledge, understanding and skills will 
give learners an advantage in applying for a 
range of entry level roles or ‘school leaver’ 
industry training programmes and Higher 
Apprenticeships in areas such as sport 
and fitness training, coaching, and sports 
performance research. 

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS 
points and is recognised by higher education 
providers as meeting admission requirements 
for many relevant sports and sport-related 
courses, for example: FDA Sports Science, 
HND Sport and Exercise Sciences. Learners 
should always check the entry requirements 
for degree programmes with specific higher 
education providers.
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“We welcome the introduction of the 
Extended Project Qualification and 
would encourage you to undertake 
one as it will help you develop  
independent study and research  
skills and ease the transition from 
school/college to higher education.”

(University of Cambridge)

“The university is supportive of the 
requirement to undertake an Extended 
Project ... It is expected that some admissions 
tutors may make two alternative offers to 
those offering this qualification, one of which 
involves success in the Extended Project  
(for example either AAA at A level or AAB  
at A level plus Extended Project).”

(University of Bristol)

Extended Project Qualification
EPQ

Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7993
Course Leader: Mr K Alexander
Contact Email: kalexander@tgschool.net

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
offers sixth form students the opportunity 
to study a topic in depth and produce a final 
dissertation. It is a free-standing qualification 
and its purpose is to add a further dimension 
to sixth form studies and to stretch the more 
ambitious scholar.

EPQ Lessons & Assessment
Students who wish to attempt the EPQ will 
attend an introductory set of lessons that 
prepare them to choose a topic and to carry 
out research. For much of the course they will 
work independently, although their progress 
will be monitored by a supervisor who will 
offer guidance and support. During the 
course there will be further lessons to develop 
the analytical skills of the students and to 
prepare them to write the final dissertation, 
which will be 5,000 words in length or at 
least 1,000 words if producing an artefact. 
The dissertation is assessed internally and 
moderated externally.

The EPQ represents a significant additional 
undertaking for any A level student, so 
good time management will be essential. 
Part of the final assessment asks the 
students to reflect on their experience and to 
evaluate objectively their own performance. 
Participation in the EPQ should enhance a 
student’s performance in all subjects and 
provide an excellent foundation for study  
at university.

Benefits of EPQ
The course is not compulsory but it offers 
some significant benefits to those involved 
who will:
• Pursue in depth one aspect of their A 

level studies, which should develop their 
knowledge and understanding.

• Undertake a significant piece of research 
which should be excellent preparation for 
university study.

• Develop their powers of analysis and 
expression.

• Have an excellent command of one topic to 
quote on their university applications and 
discuss at interview.

• Enhance their Curriculum Vitae.
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Duke of Edinburgh Award

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award offers 
our students the opportunity to experience 
fresh challenges and achieve new skills.  
It demonstrates commitment and hard  
work as well as developing leadership and 
team work skills. It is an award that will 
provide life skills that will be especially 
helpful when applying for university or 
seeking employment.   
   
Thomas Gainsborough are proud to be  
able to offer this fantastic opportunity to  
our students.
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Super Curricular 
Activities

Sixth Form life provides an opportunity 
to develop and broaden your skills and 
experiences but also to develop some new 
skills. We offer a programme of Super-
curricular activities and our students should 
make decisions based upon their own 
individual needs, interests, skills and aims.

Your Sixth Form is a friendly and vibrant 
place with a great deal going on. If your 
particular interest does not seem to be 
offered then you could get together with 
others who share your ideas and start your 
own society. This is Your Sixth Form!

“An exciting opportunity  
for young people between  
the ages of 16-18 to continue  
their academic, athletic  
and career development.”
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Paper application forms can be completed and returned to  
Student Services or the Sixth Form office (internal students only) 
or posted, along with a supporting statement and school report to:

Thomas Gainsborough Sixth Form
Wells Hall Road
Great Cornard
Sudbury
Suffolk
CO10 0NH

Applicants will receive an invitation to an interview via email 
during December or January. They will be informed by email 
if their application has been successful by the end of January, 
pending successful exam results in August 2021.

Disclaimer

Every effort is made to ensure the information contained in  

this Course Guide is accurate at the time of publication.  

However, because of possible changes to qualification systems  

or staffing, Thomas Gainsborough Sixth Form may from time  

to time need to provide alternative courses to some students.

Application  
Process

 respect • honest y 

h appiness • positivit y

 resilience • confidence



Thomas Gainsborough Sixth Form

Wells Hall Road 
Great Cornard 
Sudbury 
Suffolk 
CO10 0NH

Telephone 01787 375232 
Email sixthform@tgschool.net 
www.tgschool.net/sixth-form

Finding 
Out More 
You are always welcome to come and visit our school  
and Sixth Form to see the facilities, experience lessons 
and talk to staff and current students. 

To ask any further questions or to arrange a personal tour
please arrange an appointment by contacting the Sixth 
Form either by phone or email: sixthform@tgschool.net

If you wish to find out more about Thomas Gainsborough
Sixth Form and the school as a whole you will also find 
more useful information on our website.

We look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form.


