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Editors’ message
Megan Turner:
Subjects - History, Geography and
Chemistry
I wanted to become an editor for the
Illustrator because I thoroughly enjoyed
writing articles in the past, from
environmental concerns to the
decolonisation of museums, and wanted
to take on a greater role within the paper.
I also look forward to reading all the
articles that students will write during our
time as editors.

Davit Rickards:
Subjects - Classical Civilization,
Philosophy, Maths, and Geography
Taking on the editorial responsibility for
the Illustrator seemed like a perfect
opportunity to develop as a casual
writer and to become more adept at
arranging and organizing a feat like this
magazine. I’m excited to take it and
grow it further, and hope that we’re able
to continue providing the quality that
preceded us!

Amy Allitt:
Subjects- English Literature, Sociology
and History
I decided to take on the role of editor for
the Illustrator because I really enjoy
writing. I also am considering pursuing a
career in Journalism in the future so
believed this would be a great
opportunity to gain some experience. The
freedom of the paper also enabled me to
write about topics that interest me. I am
looking forward to working as part of a
team to run the magazine.

Callum Ryan:
Subjects - Geography, Classical
Civilisation, and Maths
I initially joined the illustrator as a
chance to improve my writing and
research skills, and potentially
explore new interests. Now that I’m
part of the editing team, I hope to be
able to grow and foster the magazine
into something greater, and I hope
that you enjoy reading this half
term’s articles!
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Mr Alexander’s Message
Firstly, I would like to say a MASSIVE
thank you to our outgoing Illustrator team.
They have been fantastic in every way and I
wish them the best of luck with their
forthcoming endeavours!
I would also like to welcome our incoming
team to the Illustrator family. I know that
they will bring their own enthusiasm and
dynamic ways of taking the Illustrator into
its next phase…
It has been a very busy term so far,
and even with the impact of COVID, our
Sixth Form students’ attendance has still
been very impressive - well done!
Year 13 have now ﬁnished their
second set of mock examinations, and
there has been some positive feedback
already, which bodes well for their actual
examinations starting in May and the
interim BTech results have been published
and we are extremely pleased with the
overall results too.
Our Year 13 EPQ students have nearly
completed their individual journeys, and I
am looking forward to watching and
listening to their presentations over the
next few weeks - an absolute privilege!
Year 13 are also ﬁnalising their choices and
deciding which universities and
apprenticeships they will hopefully be
pursuing and Year 12 are still highly
engaged and utilising their time effectively
in preparation for the forthcoming Year 12
Completion examinations in May.
They have also been proactive in ﬁnding
work experience placements( PWC),
starting their UCAS research early, and
some even coming up with their EPQ
questions already!
We have also nearly completed our
Sixth Form application process. There have
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been 157 applications so far and we look
forward to seeing them all at our Taster
Day on the 29th June.
Two of our Sixth Form governors
visited this term and had the chance to
observe the tutor programme in action,
as well as speak to a number of students
about their TGS experience. Their
positive feedback highlights our brilliant
students and Sixth Form tutors, who
have demonstrated amazing resilience
and togetherness throughout the
ongoing COVID disruptions.
Although there have been
disruptions, we were delighted to
celebrate alternative successes in and
out of school, with a considerable
number of our Sixth Form students
involved in the sell out performances of
Oliver, the outstanding Year 13 Drama
performances, the Year 12 MUN
discussions, competitive rowing, public
speaking, learning a new language,
learning how to drive with our brilliant
driving school, supporting the local
community with litter picking and
raising monies for a variety of charities
through cake sales, shaking money pots
as well as reviewing books from our
‘open’ 6th form library and delivering
outstanding articles in the Illustrator.
Overall, I am extremely pleased
and proud of our Sixth Form students
and I wish them the very best of luck
with their formal examinations
commencing in May and look forward to
our Taster Day in June, welcoming our
potential new Year 12’s.

Kenny Alexander

FEATURE

First, Last and Everything

We interviewed Mr Howe and Callum Page about their favourite music: the ﬁrst
song they bought, the last song they listened to, and the song they always go
back to
What was the ﬁrst song that you
bought?

What was the ﬁrst song that you
bought?

The ﬁrst record that I remember
saving up for was Elton John’s
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road. I bought
it from a record shop in Sudbury
called System Sound, and I still have
it!

The Lumineers’ are one of my favourite
bands; listening to them reminds me
of surﬁng in Cornwall, as when I was
younger, i would listen to the album,
The Lumineers, on repeat whilst we
made our way to the beach.

What was the last song you
listened to?

What was the last song you listened
to?

The last song was Hey Laura by
Gregory Porter on Spotify.
What is the song that you always
go back to?
I have two. The ﬁrst one is 54-46 Was
my Number by Toots and the Maytals,
which I have on both vinyl and
Spotify. I saw them live when I was at
Brixton Academy at Sunsplash and
Nottingham festival, as I loved the 70s
and 80s Reggae. My second choice is
Valerie by Amy Winehouse, though it
is difﬁcult to choose between them!

Mr Howe

The most recent song that I have
listened to is Blues for J by Julian Sas.
I’ve only recently started listening to
Blues, and my favourite artist is
B.B.King. I tend to listen in the evening
to unwind, or whilst I study.
What is the song that you always go
back to?
The song that I always go back to is In
the air tonight Phil Collins, with the
amazing drum solo. I think this must
be one of the best songs written, and is
still as brilliant as ever today. The song
makes me feel nostalgic, as I can
remember my Dad listening to it when
I was much younger, and it was a
favourite of his when he was around
my age!

Callum Page
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Economic Inequality
A lot of people are unaware of the
true extent of poverty that exists
within the UK. The media tends to
focus on poverty in countries
which seem disconnected from
our own, and if you aren’t directly
affected by poverty then it is
difﬁcult to visualise its true effects
and the prevalence of it here in the
UK. The impacts of poverty are
resounding and growing up in
poverty can greatly impact your life
chances. Living on a low income
not only means materialistic items
are harder to access, but it also
affects relationships, career
opportunities and health. Parents
in low-income families generally
experience a lot of stress
connected to their ﬁnancial
situation. This can create an
unstable home environment and
damage relationships within
families.
Children may even be stigmatised
and marginalised within school
due to their inability to buy certain
items like new clothes, phones, or
shoes. This creates an environment
in which they are afraid to attend
school and face this bullying, so
attendance decreases. The
struggle with friendships
combined with volatile family
relationships could lead to a child
feeling isolated within their home
and school life. The result of this
could mean turning to social
groups who tend to have a similar
negative view on education and a
resistance to authority.
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This demonstrates that poverty
can lead to circumstances in which
people have limited opportunities
in terms of their futures,
perpetuating a cycle of struggle
and inequality.
Wealth in Great Britain is even
more unequally divided than
income. In 2016, the ONS
calculated that the richest 10% of
households hold 44% of all wealth.
The poorest 50%, by contrast, own
just 9%. This injustice for the
wealthy to have so much, leaving
others with almost nothing
demands attention. The majority of
households in the UK have
disposable incomes below the
mean income which is £34,200 as
of 2018. In 2018, households in the
bottom 20% of the population had
on average an equivalised
disposable income of £12,798,
whilst the top 20% had £69,126.
This demonstrates how unequal
wealth distribution is.

Wealth is also unevenly spread
across Great Britain. The
Southeast is the wealthiest of all
regions with median household
total wealth of £387,400 which is
over twice the amount of wealth
in households in the Northwest
(£165,200). Additionally, some
groups are more likely than
others to be in poverty. Poverty
rates are highest for people in
households where the head of
the household is from Pakistani

or Bangladeshi ethnic groups and
lowest for those from White ethnic
groups. There is also a 12% gap in
poverty rates between disabled and
non-disabled people, meaning that
disabled people are more likely to
end up in an unstable ﬁnancial
situation due to their inability to
access a lot of jobs.
The pandemic saw the richest 10%
gaining £50,000 on average, whilst
the poorest third lost money. This
would increase pre-existing strain
on a household and contribute to
the stressful situation they were
already in due to the virus.

Additional help has also been
taken away from these families
including the £20 uplift to
universal credit which has now
been withdrawn, meaning people
who are looking for or are not able
to work have no additional
support. Many of the out-of-work
families at risk of being left behind
are not expected to work due to
their disability or caring
responsibilities so they are left
with little options.
Though a large proportion of
people work hard for their money
and do deserve it, equally, there
are a lot of people who work just
as hard, if not harder, but do not
get paid as much and are
therefore struggling to provide for
themselves. This is why it can
seem unfair when some people
are born into money when there
are people working extremely
hard just to earn a tiny percentage
of what they are given. In
conclusion, the wealth divide is a
serious issue which is a great
source of inequality within the UK.
Living in poverty can have severe
repercussions on your life
chances, and these problems are
accelerated by the unethical
capitalist system.

By Amy Allitt
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Could emails be costing the climate?
With 9,649 unopened emails
currently in my inbox, I felt the
personal target of a video that came
up on my phone arguing that
people who have an extensive
amount of emails frankly contribute
to global warming. It was only the
other day a friend had related the
intense satisfaction that deleting
hoards of unwanted emails had
given her and as a result I had given
thought to sifting through the
momentous task, but never realised
that it would not only clear my own
headspace out but possibly the
atmosphere too?
At the current moment, trends in
the greenhouse gas emissions
released are still struggling to
conform to the decreasing trend
that we all wish to see,
compromised to let short term
gratiﬁcation be prioritised in our
daily cycles of transport, food and
leisure activities. With the carbon
concentration in the atmosphere
increasing 100 times faster than
natural rates, it is clear that we need
to make changes to the ways we
interact with natural systems.
However, the ways in which we are
able to make change and how
much we are encouraged to do so
could lead to differential outcomes,
after all as much as companies may
try and
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push veganism and solar panels on
consumers, many won’t make the
change - and those who do may
realise it is the companies too that
must change and take
responsibilities, instead of leading
us to believe that individuals by
themselves are solely responsible
for the change and action needed.
Equally, a recent article by the
Guardian writer Dominic Rushe
has proposed to readers a new
source of greenhouse gas
emissions - coming from
cryptocurrency and transactional
storage, with in turn a new solution
and way to help the environment.
It states that the Bitcoin industry
itself uses just as much energy as
the whole of Sweden and that it is
now providing a new industry for
the fossil fuel companies, whose
businesses have been threatened
by the admirable focus on ‘green’
and renewable energy.

Although I am not familiarly versed
with the language of Bitcoin,
cryptocurrency and computers in
general, the simple breakdown of the
situation plainly said, is that the
software that currently supports
Bitcoin is one called ‘proof of work’.
This software has been invaluable to
the industry due to the important
validation of transactions that it
provides, however it has a damaging
nature of requiring large amounts of
storage and consequent energy. In
light of this though, a newly developed
alternative ‘proof of stake’ method
could be seen to possibly reduce
energy consumption of this nature by
up to 99%, through the focus on the
reduction of energy intensive
methods.

Despite perhaps Bitcoin not being
something that we all come across
day to day, the current industry is
increasing rapidly and threatening to
reverse the progress that has been
made towards investments in
renewable energy, through for
example the reopening of some coal
plants and focus of many gas plants
solely on Bitcoin energy production.
This again proposes the inevitable and
complex dynamic that many
industries have had to face over the
last century or so; make rapid and
cheap development at the cost of the
environment or prioritise sustainability
and long term effects by choosing
more expensive
alternatives that are more sensitive to
the environment. In the light of recent
climate statistics the latter is the more
promising, however actually making
the change, globally integrating and
enforcing it may be harder than
assumed.
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The impact the Bitcoin industry has
on the climate through storage also
made me also consider the impact
that the general use of the internet,
more speciﬁcally emails, had on it as
well . It’s not always comfortable to
look at the consequences that
intrinsic parts of our lives have on
the environment, especially as right
now I am typing this online,
combined with the certain pressure
to discontinue such habits. However
the earlier we identify the impacts
and their extent surely the better.
Unsurprisingly, the internet
contributes the same amount of
CO2 emissions as all the equivalent
air trafﬁc in the world, something
only expected to double in the next
3 years.

But it’s not all negative. Although
writing heartfelt letters is still
wholesome and nostalgic, the shift
from the majority of paper letters
being transferred to emails uses
98.3% less energy. Furthermore, to
counter the amount of energy a car
uses by driving 1 mile you would
have to send 65 emails! This shows
promise and progress that is found
using technology, just something
that could be improved in the
future.
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Despite this, the energy required to
source that needed for emails, an
amount estimated to be for around
306 billion emails each day (2020), is
still huge and should be managed
more tentatively.

So how can we help?
One clear but effective way is therefore
to simply delete and unsubscribe from
irrelevant emails. With the ‘Good
Planet’ source estimating that in 2019
there were in fact 107 billion spam
emails sent, making up nearly a third
of the daily quantity, insigniﬁcant
information takes up much more
space and takes a larger toll on the
environment than we may want it to.
Furthermore, it goes on to state that if
everyone simply deleted 10 of these
such emails, an astounding 172,500
gigabytes of storage space could be
conserved, additionally equating to
55.2 million kilowatts of power that
would also be saved by doing so.
Therefore, by simply unsubscribing
and deleting emails that may already
be cluttering up workspaces, it can
really make a difference and contribute
to the epitome of small things making
big changes.

By Maddy Howard

HEINZ
01001101 01110101 01101101
01101101 01111001 00100000
01110100 01101111 01101101
01100001 01110100 01101111
00101100 01100100 01100001
01100100 01100100 01111001
00100000 01110100 01101111
01101101 01100001 01110100
01101111 00100000 01100001
01101110 01100100 00100000
01100010 01100001 01100010
01111001 00100000 01110100
01101111 01101101 01100001
01110100 01101111 00100000
01100001 01110010 01100101
00100000 01110111 01100001
01101100 01101011 01101001
01101110 01100111 00100000
01100001 01101100 01101111
01101110 01100111 00100000
01110100 01101000 01100101
00100000 01110011 01110100
01110010 01100101 01100101
01110100 00101110 01000010
01100001 01100010 01111001
00100000 01110100 01101111
01101101 01100001 01110100

01101111 00100000 01110011
01110100 01100001 01110010
01110100 01110011 00100000
01101100 01100001 01100111
01100111 01101001 01101110
01100111 00100000 01100010
01100101 01101000 01101001
01101110 01100100 00100000
01110011 01101111 00100000
01100100 01100001 01100100
01100100 01111001 00100000
01110100 01101111 01101101
01100001 01110100 01101111
00100000 01110100 01110101
01110010 01101110 01110011
00100000 01100001 01110010
01101111 01110101 01101110
01100100 00101100 01110011
01110001 01110101 01101001
01110011 01101000 01100101
01110011 00100000 01101000
01101001 01101101 00100000
01100001 01101110 01100100
00100000 01110011 01100001
01111001 01110011 00100000
01101011 01100101 01110100
01100011 01101000 01110101
01110000 00100000

01000010 01100001 01110010 01101110 01100001 01100010 01100001
01110011 00100000 01010011 01100001 01101110 01100100 01101111
01110010
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FEATURE

HISTORICAL EVENTS THIS HALF TERM
By Megan Turner
Exploring the historical events that have happened on the dates of this half
term from the 28 February to 8 April

2 March 1955 - Claudette Colvin, who
was 15 at the time, refused to give up
her bus seat to a white woman in
Montgomery, Alabama, having been
inspired by the stories of former slaves
that she had been taught about in her
segregated school. Although her case
was not brought to court by the
National Association for the
Advancement of Coloured People
(NAACP) due to her falling pregnant
shortly after her arrest, her case was
one of ﬁve other women that led to a
supreme court ruling on the 5 June
1956 that bus segregation was
unconstitutional, under Browder v
Gayle. She was charged with
disturbing the peace, violating
segregation laws, and assaulting a
police ofﬁcer in juvenile court. She
applied to have her record removed,
which was successful in December
2021.
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9 March 1562 - In order to prevent
the spread of plague in Naples,
kissing in public places is outlawed,
with those who ignored the new
laws punishable by death.

15 March 44 BC - On the Ides of
March, Julius Caesar, who was
dictator of the Roman Republic, was
assassinated by as many as 60
co-conspirators. The death of Julius
Caesar marked the end of the
Roman Republic and the start of the
Roman Empire.
25 March, 1807 - The Abolition of the
Slave Trade Act entered the statute
books, and was the product of
decades of campaigning by
abolitionists such as William
Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano, and
Philis Wheatley
7 April, 1739 - Highwayman Dick
Turpin is hanged in York, though
preceding his execution, he had
become so famous that the public
were allowed to visit him in at York
Castle where he was imprisoned

7 March, 1945 - Allied troops cross
the Rhine into Germany. Remagen
became the ﬁrst German town
liberated from the Nazis, and was
the ﬁrst stepping stone to reaching
Berlin.

24 March 1603 - Following the death
of the last Tudor, Queen Elizabeth I,
King James VI & I succeeds the
throne, thus uniting Scotland and
England, and is the ﬁrst of the
Stuart kings
11 March 1888 - The Great Blizzard of
1888 caused $20 million in damages
to property as New York city was
covered in 550mm of snow, and
other areas received up to 1250mm.
Killed 400 people, including 100
sailors, and was one of the worst
winter storms in American history

6 April, 1896 - The ﬁrst modern
Olympic Games are opened in
Athens, Greece, the site of the
original Olympics which hadn’t
occurred there for over 1500 years.
240 athletes from 13 countries
competed, and 80 000 spectators
watched the opening of the games.
7 April, 1950, German
physicist Maria
Goeppert Mayer
published her model
on how nucleons,
neutrons and
protons that are
found within the
nucleus of an atom,
were distributed in
shells at different energy levels,
resulting in particularly stable
conﬁgurations, in what another
physicist, Eugene Wigner, called
“Magic numbers”: 2, 8, 20, 28, 50, 82
and 126. In 1963, Goeppert Mayer
shared the Nobel Prize for physics
with Hans Jensen and Eugene
Wigner “for their discoveries
concerning nuclear shell structure”.
She was the second woman to win a
Nobel prize in Physics, after Marie
Curie.
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A WORLD ASLEEP
The nation still weeps. The
pain is so deep, it has cleaved
through time itself.
An elderly woman in traditional
dress shufﬂes reverently forward to
perform her daily duty. Broom in
hand, she makes space for fresh
ﬂowers of mourning to be laid
around the eternal ﬂame.
This is Yerevan, Armenia. Over one
hundred years ago, the Ottoman
Turks began a systematic
eradication of the Armenian people
and culture - a genocide sheilded
from the world’s eyes by the brutal
world war. A genocide that saw over
1.5 million Armenians murdered.
An event of the past this may
be, but don’t be fooled; the same
thing continues in this very day and
age. In what used to be French
Indochina, a place many of us
consider to be a remote corner of
the world, a mass-exodus of
Rohingya refugees from Myanmar,
about 700,000 so far and half of
them children, ﬂood in desperation
across the border into Bangladesh
in search of salvation from the
violence against them in their own
nation. A crisis under most of our
radars which never makes headline
news, not even if a massive ﬁre
utterly destroys the refugee camp
and kills over 15 people.
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In southern Arabia, another people
weep - the people of Yemen, clinging
onto dear life in the grip of the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis. 80% are in
need of humanitarian assistance.
Gripped by a civil war which has stolen
countless sons and fathers from their
family’s arms. And the world continues
to avert their gaze, preferring to look to
the space exploits of obscenely rich
billionaires than to the suffering and
thirst of their own brothers and sisters.
One only has to say the name
‘Syria’ and a painful portrait of ruin and
loss can be conjured in the minds of
many. But the west has tired of Syria,
tired of reporting it and tired of
accepting its refugees. Many have
simply stopped caring, preferring to
pretend nothing is happening. The
15th of March 2022 marked the
conﬂict’s 11th bloody year as the
bombs keep claiming lives in the once
culturally rich paradise.
The list goes on and on and on,
conﬂict and massacre after weary
conﬂict and massacre, from the
persecution of Christians in China and
Afghanistan to the political instabilities
of many African nations, but still we do
not hear about them. The world is
asleep.

A child soldier in Yemen. Over 1,500 child soldiers
died in Yemen in 2020, and UNICEF says that
around ⅓ of soldiers in Yemen are children.

And now Ukraine, a situation which
has much of the UK outraged and
vocal about the tyrannical injustices
of the Russian state, fearing for the
poor innocents of Ukraine and
‘standing in solidarity’ with them.
We have no right to decide that one
people’s suffering is worth our
energy and another’s is not. The
crisis in Ukraine is fresh and it’s real
and it has caused immense
suffering. But the people of Syria are
suffering too. So are the Rohingya
and the people of Yemen. We must
not think that they are no longer
worthy of our news reports, our
charitable efforts, our thoughts and
our prayers, just because they’ve
been suffering for longer.
We live in a time where the
world spins faster than ever before
and there is increasing pressure to
have all the latest, up-to-date
information instantly. But if the war
in Ukraine has illuminated anything,
it’s that this system simply does not
work. If we constantly look to the
latest and trending items, we have
no ‘solidarity’ with anyone at all; the
media doesn’t allow for it. As soon
as we are becoming familiar with a
situation, the news changes. But
just because the media has moved
on does not mean that we have to
or should move on with

it. We have a duty to our brothers
and sisters on this planet, a duty to
protect, to welcome, and to aid, and
despite the institutional neglect of
this duty we must uphold it if we
really mean all the things we say
about solidarity. And so I urge you
not to forget the persecuted and
the suffering people who share our
planet, and to never cease to care
for those to whom very little care is
administered. But I also urge you
not to forget the Ukrainians, though
the media will. Don’t allow their
crisis to become another
unreported misery that society tries
to forget about.
A little boy approaches the
ﬂickering ﬂame, ﬁrmly clutching his
grandmother’s hand. Gently he lays
down a small bunch of ﬂowers at
the lip of the ﬂame pit. Although he
knows it not at the time, he is
keeping alive a hope - hope that the
murder of my people over a century
ago will inspire people to ﬁght
against similar injustice for
centuries to come.

Idlib, Syria. The war in Syria has
been raging for 11 years, laying the
nation to utter waste.

Davit Rickards
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Book Review
By Callum Ryan
Title: Freddie Mercury: A Life,
In His Own Words (pub. 2006)
Author: Freddie Mercury /
Greg Brooks & Simon Lupton
Genre: Autobiography
Relevant subjects: Rock
music, celebrity culture,
music history

Rating:
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Review:

Freddie Mercury: A Life, In His
Own Words compiles
numerous interview passages
the Queen musician gave into
a gripping narrative
documenting his remarkable
life. Mercury died in 1991 from
AIDS, and this book serves as a
ﬁtting posthumous tribute, as
well as providing me with a
wealth of information about a
musician I have great
admiration for. Mercury’s
bombastic personality both on
stage and off, shone through
as I progressed through the
book. Furthermore, he does
not shy away from
controversial topics, covering
everything from his sexuality
to his friendships with other
musicians. The main thing I
took away from this brilliant
book, however, is Mercury’s
mantras for life such as “if I
can make [the audience] feel
lucky… or bring a smile to a
sour face, that to me is
worthwhile”

Book Review
By Megan Turner

Title: The story of the
British Isles in 100 places
Author: Neil Oliver
Genre: Non-ﬁction
Relevant subjects: History,
Geography

Review:
Neil Oliver’s The Story of the British Isles in 100 places looks at
100 locations that explore the history of the British Isles. It
takes a chronological tour of the many islands that make up
the British Isles, from the preserved footprints of 5 adults and
children in Happisburgh, Norfolk, to the Dungeness Headland,
Kent, which is a Site of Special Scientiﬁc Interest due to the
geomorphology and the variety of animals and plants found
there. It also explores the many events that have shaped the
British Isles, including the tsunami which separated the British
archipelago from the rest of Europe, the many invasions of
Britain by the Romans, Vikings, French and Spanish, the
creation of Magna Carta, and the slave trade. Although each
place and the events associated with it are quite short, it gives
a brief snapshot of the times and places described across
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the Channel Islands and the
Isle of Man.

Rating:
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The Eye-Opening History of
Glasses
Wearing glasses has become so
commonplace that our brains
sometimes don’t even notice when
someone is wearing them! As of 2020,
an estimated 59% of people in the UK
wear glasses for one reason or another,
with me included in those statistics.
But, have you ever wondered who was
the visionary who invented glasses,
and how have their functions changed
over the centuries?
Vision-aiding devices have been in
use since ancient times.. The Greek
Ptolemy and the Romans Seneca the
Younger and Nero are all said to have
used glass objects to enhance their
reading, with Ptolemy being the ﬁrst
scholar to describe convex (curved)
lenses that focus light on a point to
enhance the user’s vision.

The Glasses Apostle - Conrad
von Soest (1403)
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The next step towards glasses came
with the invention of reading stones
[example above], attributed to Abbas
ibn Firnas, who lived in Andalusia
(modern-day Spain) in the 9th Century
AD. Reading stones at the time were
usually made from quartz and glass,
and were initially used to counteract
presbyopia (farsightedness which
worsens with aging, resulting in a
decreased ability to focus on nearby
ojects). As you might have gathered,
reading stones have since faded into
obscurity..
The ﬁrst deﬁnitive spectacles were
most likely made in Pisa, Italy around
1290. Nearby Venice used its high
quality glass to become the principal
manufacturing hub, selling spectacles
across the seas. Also around this time,
sunglasses were independently
developed in China. These primitive
sunglasses were ﬂat panes of quartz
tht protected the eyes from the sun’s
glare, but offered no corrections
to vision.

The next critical development was
the invention of bifocals by the
American Founding Father Benjamin
Franklin in the 18th Century, meaning
that, for the ﬁrst time, two eye
conditions could be corrected in one
lens. However, despite all the
progress, actually using spectacles
was still an inconvenience. It would
take until the 18th century for British
optician Edward Scarlett to invent the
ﬁrst “earhook” glasses which are now
the universal standard and can be
held in place on the face without
needing to hold them up by hand.

As we move into the 19th Century,
we enter the era of monocles and
their two-eye counterparts known as
“scissors glasses”. Nowadays,
monocles are an artifact of a bygone
era, a status symbol for upper-class
men; the ﬁrst unequivocal example of
spectacles not just as medical
appliances or reading instruments,
but as lucrative fashion statements in
their own right. This concept of
glasses as a stylized accessory to
spend big on is heavily promoted in
modern opticians, with massive
ranges of shapes, sizes, and colours
available

The commercialisation of glasses
has come with both beneﬁts and
drawbacks. Glasses wearers are
stigmatised much less than in years
gone past, coinciding with their
increasing ubiquity. In addition,
conditions once considered
untreatable like myopia
(near-sightedness), astigmatism
(blurred vision), and amblyopia (a
lazy eye) can be improved or even
fully corrected. However, there is a
worrying disparity in the availability
of glasses, with few trained
opthmalogists or opticians per
capita in less developed regions like
Sub-Saharan Africa. In general,
those on low incomes may be aware
of their vision problems but be
simply unable to afford glasses.

What does the future hold for
glasses? The rapid growth of laser
corrective eye surgery, and the
contact lens market, (which grew
from $6 billion in 2010 to $10 billion
in 2015), might suggest glasses will
be phased out. But, this is likely a
long way off. I imagine that
increased eye fatigue from excessive
screen time will continue to make
glasses a necessary accessory for
now.

By Callum Ryan

19

FEATURE: DELIRIOUS?

COMPLETELY AND UTTERLY
UNEXPECTED

Sometimes, we get those moments
when all we can think is “wow!” Our
highly rational and complex brains
are reduced to gobsmacked silence.
The beauty of “wow” moments is
that they can come from absolutely
anywhere at absolutely any time,
from simply listening to music on
the bus on the way to school or
from spending time with someone
you really love. “Wow” moments
break in on the every-day.
Think of your absolute
favourite of those moments, the one
you always fall back on, the one that
paints an involuntary smile across
your face. One of mine is a time
when I was at the coast, and was
fortunate enough to watch the sun
rise over the sea. The sky melted
from darkness into luscious pinks
and oranges; the sea seemed on ﬁre
with the golden blaze of the sun.
Now, I’d like you to picture a
“wow” moment that happened
almost 2,000 years ago, in a remote
corner of the massive war-machine
that was the Roman Empire. In the
insigniﬁcant province of Judea, a
group of friends are mourning the
loss of one of their number. For
these men and women, the past
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week had been beyond all
imagination.
It began with what they had
thought would be a victory
procession, a great homecoming,
like those of the great generals of
the Roman Empire. But they were
unexpectedly disappointed when
their friend, who also happened to
be a particularly inﬂuential Rabbi
(teacher), chose to ride into God’s
holy city of Jerusalem on a young
donkey, cheered by the poor and
despised, and scorned by the
inﬂuential and important. The
Jewish ‘Messiah’, who their friend
claimed to be, was supposed to be a
mighty liberator who would come in
power to set Israel free from
oppression and bondage - and yet
here he was, riding on a little
donkey, waving happily at a crowd

of vagabonds, outcasts, and sinners
who were throwing down their
patched-up cloaks before him.
And then their friend, who
they had come to know as God’s
own Son, got down on his hands
and knees and washed his friends’
feet. The immortal did for the
mortal what the slave does for the
master. The Lord of Heaven and
Earth, the King of all Creation, got
down and did one of the dirtiest
jobs in the empire. Peter, one of his
friends, was appalled at the
suggestion. This was too
unexpected for him, and he was
having none of it. But his friend
stunned him to silence, telling him
that whoever wants to be ﬁrst must
be last, and must make themself
the servant of everyone else. This
was not how things tended to be
thought of here on earth!
But the biggest “wow!” moment
was yet to come.

The next day, their friend was
sentenced by the Roman governor
of Judea to cruciﬁxion. A “wow”
moment for sure, but not of the
good variety. Their friend had told
them he would have to die, but they
never really took him very seriously.
And now it was actually happening
before their very eyes: the Light of
the World being extinguished by
hate and death. And not just any
death. He was beaten badly for
starters, and then had iron nails
driven through his wrists and ankles
to secure him crudely to some
planks of wood, where he would
hang for hours until he suffocated
from being unable to haul himself
up to take a gasp of air. An utterly
devastating and seemingly ﬁnal
moment which saw all hope
shattered for the friends.
Had the story ended there,
there wouldn’t be much point in
anyone remembering it, certainly
not for two millenia. But, as you may
have guessed, the “wows” do not
end there.
Two mornings later, a group of
women made their way to their
friend’s tomb. But, to their
unexpected horror, the stone had
been moved and the body was
missing. There was no sign of the
guards. Through her tears, one of
the women, Mary, angrily asks the
gardener where her friend has been
taken. But the gardener responds
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with only one word. “Mary”, he says.
And I reckon Mary had one of the
most awesome “wow” moments in
all of history as she recognized her
Lord Jesus, fully alive, and fell at his
feet with tears of uncontrollable joy!
Everything about the Easter
story is unexpected. From the ﬁrst
moment when Jesus, the
triumphant King of Heaven, enters
Jerusalem on a lowly donkey,
through to the moment when Jesus
cries out to his Father from upon
the cross, all the way to the moment
when he shows himself to all his
friends, ﬁlling them with boundless
excitement that their friend and
King who was dead was now living
again, Jesus totally ﬂips on its head
all that is preconceived about him
and how he will achieve freedom for
his people, and even the kind of
freedom he would achieve. Jesus
did not do away with Roman rule.
He didn’t set up his own political
kingship. Those were the things that
were expected. Instead, Jesus
granted complete forgiveness for
humanity in the eyes of God, by
taking upon himself all that we had
done wrong and would ever do
wrong, and going to the grave with
it.
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You may have heard the Easter story
countless times, even if you don’t
believe a word of it yourself. But I
hope that, if anything, this article
has given you a fresh take on the
events that have shaped the lives of
billions of people. The story may be
2,000 years old, but it is far from
mundane; it is a total “wow”
moment, completely and utterly
unexpected!

“When you were stuck in your old
sin-dead life, you were incapable of
responding to God. God brought you
alive—right along with Christ! Think of
it! All sins forgiven, the slate wiped
clean, that old arrest warrant canceled
and nailed to Christ’s cross. He stripped
all the spiritual tyrants in the universe
of their sham authority at the Cross and
marched them naked through the
streets.” ~ Colossians 2: 12-15

Davit RIckards

POETRY CORNER
‘GROUP 2 PERIOD 4
Is it noble to die with riﬂe in hand,

No escape now. Just present events,

Even if you’re shot by your own
people?

Stained by the above corruption of
those in the past,

We unravel under injustice as under
barbed wire,

Like a tailored, tweed blazer is
stained by the post-dinner

After climbing out from
ﬁve-hundred-kilometer trenches
dug hastily by Walt Disney or Harry
Potter.
We dismay at what we see ahead.
The yards of mud-smothered,
shell-shattered ground
indifferently glare at our ego and
muse all bare,
knowing it's only a matter of time
before their share of severed heads
and glittering badges of honor
grows beyond despair.
No way back now. The whistle has
been blown,

red wine of the wearer.
No justice now. We are given no
truth
beneath the feelings driven into us,
Like cars into stiff, concrete walls.
Our minds
are the hands of Macbeth.
All that’s left to decide is whether
you become the trench,
Or the machine gun relentlessly
scouting,
on the other side of no man’s land.
Alternatively, you can become the
idiot,
Who writes poetry like this

The assault has begun, and all that’s
left now is a world of:
Trip mines, shellshock and friends
who cut just deep enough
for us to bleed out.

Theresa Green
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Thank you to all who contributed to Issue 10!
Amy Allitt
Callum Ryan
Davit Rickards
Megan Turner
Callum Page
Maddy Howard
Barnabas Sandor
Mr Howe
Mr Alexander
And special thanks to the
founders of the Illustrator
Katherine Chapman and
Jemma Sargeant

Wishing you an enjoyable Easter!

Did you enjoy the Illustrator?
Want to get involved?
We are a student team which aims to
create one issue each half term.
There are lots of roles on offer,
including regular writers and designers.
We also really appreciate one-off pieces!
You could write about your hobbies, a
story, or a biographic piece, interview
someone, review a ﬁlm, recommend a
recipe, submit some artwork or
photography…
For more information please email
theillustrator@tgschool.net,
or come and speak to us.
Thank you!

Email: theillustrator@tgschool.net
Thomas Gainsborough School,
Wells Hall Road,
Great Cornard,
Suffolk
CO10 0NH

Instagram: theillustratortgs
Telephone: 01787 375232
enquiries@tgschool.net
www.tgschool.net

